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THE EXCAVATION OF THE AVENUE OF SPHINXES.
SECOND REPORT

Mansour Boraik (MSA — CFEETK)"

HE ONGOING EXCAVATIONS of the Ministry of State for Antiquities (MSA) at the Avenue of Sphinxes
have focused on the main objective of reuniting the temples of Luxor and Karnak by the ancient road.
The archaeological monitoring team working on this project has been under my direction from 2008
through 2011. The work is part of the master plan of the Luxor governorate for the whole portion of the road.
The excavations along the ancient road were divided into several sectors including the rams before the Gate
of Euergetes (see plan I). The excavations were started at the same time in sectors I to IV along the ancient road
from Luxor temple until the turnoff to Mut temple. Later excavations were done in sector V in front of the Gate
of Euergetes. The excavations proceeded as follows:

Sector I comprises the area in the Khaled ibn El-Waleed garden and the Avenue of Sphinxes from Luxor
temple until the since dismantled police station. Most of the sector was excavated during the last seasons. The
north section of this site is covered by one of the major roads of Luxor and was not exposed up to now.

The part in the Khaled ibn El-Waleed garden is 20 m long and 54 m wide. Two linear trenches each 20 m
long, 5 m wide and 2 m deep were excavated along the eastern and western row of the sphinxes. The upper
phase contained remains of Medieval houses, the lower phase showed remains of structures which date back to
the Roman period. Twenty pedestals were uncovered. Each row consists of 10 pedestals with red brick circular
basins in between which were used for trees. No remains of sphinxes were found on the eastern row, except one
which was discovered in pieces next to its pedestal. However, during the clearing and restoration of the eastern
Roman gate of Luxor temple in 2000, fragments of 12 sphinxes were discovered. It is possible that the sphinxes

* The author likes to thank the archeological teams who shared in these excavations, Ibrahim Soliman director of Karnak temple,
Sultan Eid director of Luxor temple, and the archaeologists, Ammar Hanfy, Ahmed Arby, Hamim Seddik, Mostafa El-Saghier,
Ameen Amar, Hamdi Abdel Galil and Aly Henany. Also the conservators, Abd-el-Nasser, Abd-el-Azeim, and Alaf Fatthallah, the
architects Tarek Melad and the Epigraphist, Ayad Banbry. Many thanks to Christophe Thiers (CNRS, USR 3172 — CFEETK) and
Jean-Frangois Gout (CNRS, USR 3172 — CFEETK) for the photography.

Cahiers de Karnak 14, 2013, p. 13-32.
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were moved from the avenue to this area during the late Roman or early Medieval period to be used during the

construction of the gate as a support the foundations of the bastion. At the end of the western row, a § m long and

70 cm wide Roman wall was unearthed which was made of mud bricks and blocks of sphinx pedestals (fig. 1).
Three sphinxes and a royal head were found used as filling in the construction of the wall (fig. 2).

Fig. 2. A royal head used as fill.



THE EXCAVATION OF THE AVENUE OF SPHINXES. SECOND REPORT

No traces of the pavement were found. Most likely, the stones of the pavement were used elsewhere during
the Roman or early Medieval Period. However, two lower parts of sphinxes were found in the pavement area.
The restoration team reassembled and restored the sphinxes on the next adjacent pedestal. In addition, a new
extension of pavement was constructed with new sandstone blocks.

The total number of sphinxes and pedestals, from Luxor temple to the end of this sector (including what
Abd el-Qader’ and Abd el-Raziq? found) is now 130 pedestals, 65 on each row and 9o sphinxes of Nectanebo I
with dedication texts and cartouches inscribed in sunken relief on their bases (fig. 3).

Y F 7 }
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Fig. 3. The sector in front of Luxor temple after restoration.

Sector II is located between El-Adra Church (fig. 4) and El-Mathan Street and covers a distance of 250 m.
Houses utilizing a septic tank sewage system occupied this area. Most likely, this system has contributed to the
observed damage (see below) of the road.

Our excavations in 2009 revealed that the road was badly damaged and that the slab stones of the pavement
do not exist anymore. However, the bedding sand was found, with a thickness of 40 cm. Remains of 79 sphinxes
were unearthed - 39 in the eastern row of the avenue and 40 in the western row. In the eastern row, only the
lower parts of the pedestals have survived.

Two royal sphinx heads were uncovered in poor condition. Between the pedestals the remains of circular red
brick tree pits were unearthed. We discovered that at the time of Nectanebo I some inscribed blocks and some
parts of columns were reused in the construction of the pedestals.

I M. ABD EL-QADER, “Preliminary Report on the Excavations carried out in the Temple of Luxor Seasons 1958-1959 and 1959-1960”,
ASAE 60, 1960, p. 227-279.
2 M. ABDEL RAzIQ, “Les abords monumentaux: L’allée de Sphinx”, Dossiers histoire et archéologie 101, 1986, p. 32-33.

15
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Fig. 4. Sector II behind the El-Adra Church.

The most important discoveries were the remains of a chapel that was built by Menkheperre, a high priest
of Amun during the 21st dynasty (1080-931BC). This chapel is located to the north of this sector, 15 m to the
east of the eastern row of the avenue (fig. 5).

Fig. 5. The remains of the chapel of Menkheperre.
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These remains consist of two papyrus bundle columns made of sandstone separated from each other by
275 m. To the east of these columns, a red brick wall was unearthed, 5 m long and 36 cm thick. All red bricks
were stamped with the names of Menkheperre and his wife Isetemkheby (facing left) inside two cartouches
parallel to each other.? Their inscriptions read (fig. 6):

W Mn-hpr-R* Menkheperre
15t m Shbyt Istemkheb

Fig. 6. Red bricks with cartouche of Menkheperre.

Some red bricks bearing the title and name of Menkheperre also covered the remains of the columns. This
indicates that the chapel had already existed before and has been usurped at this time. Under the reign of
Nectanebo I, the chapel has been dismantled and the stones of the columns were reused in the construction of
the sphinx pedestals. In 1993, M. El Saghier* had found another chapel of this high priest in the area of Abu
El-Gud, 75 m east of the Sphinx Avenue (fig. 7).

3 See also http://www.cfeetk.cnrs.fr/index.php?page=galerie: hm ntr tpy n Jmn Mn-hpr-R “The high priest of Amun, Men-kheper-Re”.
For the different kind of inscriptions, see K. JANSEN-WINKELN, Inschriften der Spdtzeit I: Die 21. Dynastie, Wiesbaden, 2007, p. 78-
79R; K. RITNER, The Libyan Anarchy. Inscriptions froms Egypt’s Third Intermediate Period, WAW 21, 2009, p. 135-136 (31). A
badly preserved brick was recently uncovered during the excavation in front of Ptah temple at Karnak (ref. Chr. Thiers.), same as
the one published by Fr. LECLERE, “Le quartier de I’Osireion de Karnak. Analyse du contexte topographique”, in L. Coulon (ed.),
Le culte d’Osiris en Egypte au I millénaire av. J.C. Découvertes et travaux récents, BAE 153, 2010, p. 260, fig. 12 (hry(t) wrt hnrwt
n Jmn sst-m-Hbyt type).

4 El Saghier, personal communication, unpublished.
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i Fig. 7. Chapel of Menkheperre discovered by M. El Saghier.

In the western row, the remains of 40 sphinxes were excavated and five of them had pedestals in good
condition of preservation. Six royal heads were also unearthed. The major part of this row was lying under the
courtyard of the El-Salam School, so no buildings were erected above in modern times. To the north of this area,
one of the sphinxes was knocked off its pedestal, possibly during the installation of the church’s sewage pipe.

The excavations brought to light also that this area was used as an industrial area during the Roman period.
A series of red brick walls extended from the south to the north just behind the sphinx pedestals. In between, a
large winery (fig. 8) was discovered dating back to the Roman period and, most likely, was in use through the
Byzantine period. It is assumed that the walls adjacent to this building possibly belong to workshops associated
with the winery. The winery itself consists of a large building made of red bricks and a few sandstone blocks.
Four sphinxes with their pedestals were reused inside its walls.

The winery extends 19.5 m south-north and 24 m east-west. Its eastern facade is 1.60 m high. Some of its
remains still lie below the area once occupied by El-Salam School. The winery has a rectangular shape and is
divided in two parts. The eastern part was built with reused blocks from the Ptolemaic period. Some of them
have reliefs associated with the god Hapy, others bear inscriptions with empty cartouches which perhaps may
date them to the late Ptolemaic period. Other reliefs include a scene of purification by the god Thot, one is
showing the king going out of his palace. Several blocks show texts carved in sunken relief.

Behind the sphinxes in this section, we found three furnaces with numerous pottery fragments indicating
that it was used for making wine by the process of heating.

18
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Fig. 8. The wine installation located in the second sector.

West of the furnace a rectangular building measuring 5.15 m in length and 4.65 m in width was found. Its
subterranean structures contain a circular cistern that was used to store the wine.

Built with red bricks and coated with a thick layer of plaster, the cistern has a diameter of about 1.15 m and
a depth of approximately 1 m. It is covered by a vault. To the west of it, it has an outlet carved from a reused
human-headed sphinx. The sphinx has a hole between its paws which leads to a strainer through a small canal.
From the strainer a pipe was taking the wine to a large cistern that was sealed on the top.

It is similar to the cistern that was discovered in the sector behind the City Library. A sandstone staircase
connects it by the east. One of the stones bears an inscription with the name of Montuemhat, governor of Thebes
during the 25th dynasty.

The preliminary study of the pottery indicates that this winery was used until the 3rd Century A.D. A sandstone
block measuring 120 %70 cm has circular holes with two crosses (most likely Coptic) carved next to them.5

In the wall of the building next to the winery, the remains of a royal stela were found which possibly dated

into the end of the Pharaonic period. It measures 50 x 40 cm and portrays a king kneeling in front of god Amun-

Re and offering the nw-bowils.

5 M. Boralik, “Excavations of the Quays and the Embankment in front of Karnak Temples. Preliminary Report”, Karnak 13, 2010,
p- 65-78.
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Sector 111 is located behind the City library (fig. 11).
Most of this area was cleared previously. Excavation continued in the southern part of this sector, revealing
12 pedestals and one intact sphinx covered by a thick layer of Nile silt (fig. 9).

R - Al e Lo

Fig. 9. An intact sphinx found in Nile silt.

On the eastern row, another intact sphinx was discovered. This one was found in a pit 5% 5 m and 1.70 m
deep (fig. 10). It was buried here during the Roman period, when this area was used for pottery kilns. In addi-
tion, the remains of other small kilns were excavated north-east of the avenue. On the floor of one of these an
imprint of a foot from a young boy was burnt into the brick.

Twelve royal heads of Nectanebo I were found and restored. Concrete walls, cased by mud bricks, were built

to protect the site (fig. 11).

Two hundred pedestals were discovered in this sector (101 in the west row and 99 in the east row). Furthermore,
49 sphinxes were also found (36 on the west row and 13 on the east). In this sector the bases of the sphinxes bore
no texts or cartouches of Nectanebo I. Many reused inscribed blocks were found within the pedestals.

Sector IV is called “Sheikh Mussa Bridge”, named after the bridge that existed over the ditch of Chevrier.
This site covers a surface of 475 m in length and 54 m in width. It extends from the airport road towards the
north of the avenue that leads to Mut temple.

20
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The sphinx found in a pit.

. kB % Al " V., A

The site behind the City library after restoration.

21
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In 1992, El Saghier® discovered in this site the remains of twenty deteriorated sphinxes, fourteen on the
western and of six on the eastern row. These were badly damaged and had completely lost their inscriptions.
Along with the sphinxes, remains of tree pits and irrigation pipes of ribbed ceramic were unearthed.

On this site as also in the previously described sectors I and III the sphinxes are placed on an average distance
of 6.60 m from the edge of the paved way (in sector II the pavement was missing). In sector IV the western row
of the sphinxes had been built over by private houses, two mosques, and an asphalt road in front.

Our excavations in this sector started in January 2010. We discovered 28 new sphinxes on the western and
7 on the eastern row. Together with earlier findings by M. El Saghier, a total of 168 sphinxes were excavated
in this area.

The stone pavement was found in a good state of preservation but erosion is particularly visible on the upper
and middle part on its surface. It is assumed that in this section the pavement experienced long periods under
Nile water (fig. 12). Most likely, this area was like a lagoon before the construction of the High Dam at Aswan.

Fig. 12. The pavement with erosion caused by Nile water.

Our excavations revealed that the avenue extends 320 m to the north at the same level. Thereafter, the Avenue
of Sphinxes was built in ancient times at a slightly higher (60 cm) level than the parts before. Under the reign of
Nectanebo I a ramp was built to connect the two different levels. The road continued on this higher level until
the turnoff to Mut Temple and on this part of the road for another 50 m.

6 M. EL-SAGHIER, “The Great Processional Way of Thebes (The Avenue of the Sphinxes at Luxor)”, in International Congress of
Egyptology (6, 1991, Torino), Torino, 1992, p. 181-187.
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Some of the sphinxes were found in fragments and then restored. The first three sphinxes on the western

row from the road to Mut temple have inscriptions with the titles and the cartouches of Nectanebo I (fig. 13).

Furthermore, six royal heads were unearthed on the eastern row next to their pedestals.

Fig. 13. Remains of a sphinx with cartouches of Nectanebo I.

Approximately 15 m behind the sphinxes, a cylindrical well was found built of sandstone blocks. This well
which may have functioned as a Nilometer has a diameter of 5.5 m at its top and a flight of stairs measuring
110X 25 cm, with an average thickness of 15 cm, was leading down to the water (fig. 14).

Fig. 14. A well made of sandstone.

23
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We tried to clear the well inside. However, the work had to be stopped after one meter when we reached the
ground water level. So far, many pottery vessels were uncovered some dating back to the late Pharaonic period
but the majority were attributed to the Roman period (fig. 15).

wo 05 [

&

Fig. 15. Pottery found inside the well.

East of the eastern row of the sphinxes, we unearthed a platform made of mud bricks. The platform which
faces the area where we found the well has as a special feature a line of sandstone slabs with holes on the top.
Behind each of these holes another corresponding one was discovered in the ground.

This construction might have been a type of flagpole holder (fig. 16), made to support wooden beams that
were held by ropes and tied to the holes. Perhaps, this platform may have been used to announce the beginning
of the Opet festival after the level of the inundation was measured in the well.

Fig. 16. Traces of flagpole holders. Fig. 17. Whitewashed mud brick wall
behind the sphinxes.

24
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Approximately 200 meters from the east and west of the sphinxes previously cleared, whitewashed mud
brick walls were found (fig. 17). These walls were built during the reign of Nectanebo I, most likely as a barrier
for the road.

A section of sandstone lintel was uncovered to the east of the avenue, measuring 0.95 mx0.44 m and 0.14 m
thick. The lintel has linear vertical inscriptions carved in sunken relief. The owner of this lintel is portrayed in
position of adoration, kneeling towards the names of Amun-Re, Re-Horakhty, and cartouches of Ramses VI
(fig. 18).

wd 05

Fig. 18. The lintel. © Cnrs-Cfeetk/J.-Fr. Gout.

In the middle of the relief above the Sma-tawy symbols, the lintel reads:

CHIE DT s 2liv—R

CNb-"M5C-R mry Jmn)) mry Jmn-R-Hr-2hty shd(w) t> nb m w[b]n=f
(Neb-Madt-Ra beloved of Amun), beloved of Amun-Re-Horakhty who illuminates all countries when he
“rises”.

On the right side, the two vertical registers read from right to left:

S =TTl 5 N Qe A S U F =R
&yt

Jjsw nzk ps nb ntrw Jmn-R ps mr(w)ty snty-[t3] n nswt-nht [wr] phty [...] ‘nh [...] m pr-Jmn hr hsw
Praise to thee, O Lord of Gods, Amun-Re, the beloved one, adoration for the strong king, [great] of might
[...] live [...] in the temple of Amun under the favour |[...].

On the left side, the two vertical lines read from the right to left:

(O ) omes - SSillINEAN

(R ]-ms-sw Jmn-hr-hps=f ntr hqs Jwnw) mry Jmn-R nb nswt Tswy hnty Jpt-swt

25
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(Ramses Amunherkhepshef, god ruler of Heliopolis), beloved of Amun-Re Lord of the thrones of the Two
Lands, pre-eminent in Karnak.

From left to right:

b AR =TT AR A
Ny =1 PPN H
Jjsw nzk p3 nb ntrw Jmn-R pswty Tswy snty-t; n nswt nht
Praise to thee, O Lord of gods, Amun-Re, primeval of the Two Lands, adoration to the strong king.

Another sandstone block was found that was reused for the construction of the pavement. It bears a large
scene in raised relief of a standing king dressed with the royal kilt which was decorated with cobras crowned
with sun-disks. The king holds in his right hand a long bouquet of flowers. This may have been a representation
of Amenhotep III in his later deification style (fig. 19).

Fig. 19. Sandstone block probably of Amenhotep III.

To the northwest end of this avenue we found the remains of a Roman structure. Certain blocks that were
reemployed in its construction are inscribed with the cartouches of the God’s wife Shapenupet in sunken and
bas-relief.” Some fragments show scenes of the God’s wife with Amun-Re, others show inscriptions together
with representations of the god Hapy.

Another block which was found in this building shows an inscription in slight sunken relief mentioning the
fourth prophet of Amun, Montuemhat from the 25th dynasty (fig. 20).

Many pottery jars and vessels from the Roman Period were unearthed as well as an oil press made of black
granite (fig. 21).

7 Jérémy Hourdin publishes this material in this volume: “A propos de la chapelle d’Osiris-Padedankh de Chapenoupet II. Un apport
a sa reconstitution épigraphique et architecturale”.
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50 cm

Fig. 20. Block of Montuembhat.

i |

Fig. 21. Oil press from the Roman period.

At the end of this sector, where the avenue turns off to Mut temple, we excavated the road in the opposite
direction towards the Nile. The excavations uncovered 50 m of this road and, to the north of it, a Ptolemaic
settlement. Houses were built of mud brick next to the avenue after the Nile shifted towards the west and left
behind a space for the people to settle in. Some limestone talatats from the reign of Akhenaton were unearthed
in this area (fig. 22) ®. One of the talatat blocks bears a carved fresco of cobras.

8 Limestone talatats are quite rare in Luxor area (M. DORESSE, “Les temples atoniens de la région thébaine”, Orientalia 24, 1955, p. 121-
128) but a large set of them, partially reused by Ramses II, has been found by Henri Chevrier at Karnak in 1939 when dismantling the
foundation of the western wall of the sacred lake in order to consolidated it. He only published two of them in his report (H. CHEVRIER,

“Rapport sur les travaux de Karnak [1938-1939]”, ASAE 39, 1939, p. 566, pl. CVI) but two glass negatives (nos. 94278 and 98806)
kept in the Cfeetk archives allow to identified more than 21 limestone talatats unearthed during this operation. The blocks are for
most of them stored in the Sheikh Labib magazine (bloc nos. 91CL65, 91CL67, 91CL1078, 92CL1, 92CL71, 92CL106, 92CL658,
92CL690, 92CL848, 92CL858, 92CL920). Numerous limestone talatats are also stored in the Akhenaton Temple Project Magazine
in Karnak and in the Luxor temple blockyard. A limestone talatat was also unearthed at Armant in 2008 (Ifao-Univ. Montpellier
3). For the Akhnaton limestone monument of the Theban area see also R. HANKE, Amarna-Reliefs aus Hermopolis, HAB 2,1978.1
thank Sébastien Biston-Moulin for these references.

27
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Fig. 22. Limestone talatats of Akhenaton.

wo g
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The area of Sector V that was cleared was the western side of recumbent ram avenue in front of Khonsu
temple. The eastern side of this sector could not be excavated since it is still occupied by modern private buil-
dings, an asphalt road, and underground utilities.

On the western side of the area the excavations brought to light an extension of the embankment wall that
was previously discovered in front of Karnak temple.? This indicates that the complex of Karnak was built on
a peninsula and had been surrounded by a huge embankment that protected it from (the erosion of) the flood.

The extension of the embankment in front of Khonsu temple was built with small carved blocks of sandstone
and curved southwards towards the avenue (fig. 23).

=2 . i . e % 3 e

Fig. 23. Embankment extension behind the recumbent rams in front of Khonsu temple.

The excavations showed that the recumbent rams in front of Khonsu temple may have been placed there during
the Ptolemaic Period when the gate of Euergetes was constructed, as the embankment lies at a lower level than
the bases of the sphinxes. The embankment wall was not used as a quayside because it has no mooring loops,
unlike the quay in the front of Karnak temple.

The west row of rams was completely cleared and brought to light numerous pedestals bearing the name of
Amenhotep II1. Most of these were rebuilt back to front, and some were built with reused blocks dating back
to the 25th Dynasty (fig. 24).

9 M. BoralIk, loc. cit.
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Fig. 24. Western row of ram-headed sphinxes after the excavation in front of the gate of Euergetes.

Conclusions

The excavations in different sectors of the Avenue of Sphinxes were carried out at the same time according to
the master plan of the Ministry of State for Antiquities (MSA). The master plan aims to excavate, to restore, and
to install a site-management program designed to integrate the Avenue of Sphinxes into Luxor City. Different
campaigns funded by the MSA have been worked along the avenue.

These excavations have brought to light lots of information about the history of east Luxor. This sacred road
built by Nectanebo I was most likely used for the procession from Karnak to Luxor temple during Opet festival
(for a summary about the Opet festival and the routes which were use see Darnell™). The sacred road was in
use until the end of the Roman period. During the Ptolemaic period many contributions in restorations and
constructions in both Karnak and Luxor temple were achieved.

The city, called Diospolis Magna in Roman times"', was divided into six districts and the processional route
was still in use at least until the 3™ century. During the reign of Tiberius (14 - 37 AD) Luxor temple was damaged
by a high inundation. Tiberius ordered the repair of the temple and the building of an embankment. Perhaps,
Tiberius also ordered the digging of a canal to protect the temple in future.*?

Greek graffiti on the same pedestals testify the worshipping of Amun by pilgrims in Greco-Roman times
and also their visit to the Avenue of Sphinxes.

10 J.C. DARNELL, “Opet Festival”, in J. Dieleman, W. Wendrich (eds.), UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology, Los Angeles, 2010: http://
digital2.library.ucla.edu/viewltem.do?ark=21198/2z0025n765

11 R.S. BAGNALL, D.W. RATHBONE, Egypt from Alexander to the Early Christians, London, 2004, p. 187.

12 Ibid., p. 188.
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THE EXCAVATION OF THE AVENUE OF SPHINXES. SECOND REPORT

Under Diocletian (284 — 305 AD) the Thebaid became a separate province with two legions. Luxor temple
became the heart of the Roman military camp.™ By that time the temple and the Avenue of Sphinxes were no
longer in use.

The Avenue of Sphinxes was disrupted from that time till modern times by many factors:

During the Roman period and after closing the temple many of the Sphinxes were used in foundations and
beddings of Roman structures.

Many of their royal heads were used as fillings inside the walls.

Several parts of the sacred road were used as an industrial area for different activities like wine installations,
pottery kilns, oil presses.

During the late Roman period a high inundation event destroyed parts of the Avenue of Sphinxes and leaving
behind a thick layer of clayish silt. The silty clay raised above 1.2 m of the sphinxes.

The site was used as a quarry during the Medieval period. Especially, sandstone blocks and fragments of the
pedestals and the pavement from exposed parts of the avenue were largely carried away.

Finally, the Avenue of Sphinxes has completely disappeared under farmland, modern houses, modern roads,
governmental buildings and religious structures.

The excavations along the Avenue of Sphinxes will be continued because one sector is still unexcavated. This
is the sector located in the area between the telephone centre of Luxor and El-Adra Church. The excavation of
this site will be particularly complex as it includes many underground cables and fresh water pipes that must
be relocated. At the same time, work is ongoing on the excavated sectors focusing on restoration, infrastructure
and visitor access.

Clearing and excavating the great processional way of Luxor has brought to light precious information that
enriches our knowledge of Ancient Theban history. The work carried on also opens the opportunity of econo-
mical and cultural development in the area for years to come.

13 Ibid., p. 191.
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MicHEL AziM, AGNES CABROL T, AUDE DOBRAKOWSKI, Luc GABOLDE

“Les mysteres d’un sphinx”, p. 1-1T.

Publication of two photographs (calotypes) of Fr. de Campigneulles taken in the central part of Karnak, and
purchased by the Musée d’Histoire Naturelle of Lille (France). One of them shows a mysterious sphinx, now
lost. Study of the latter leads to the hypothesis that it may be a representation of Amun.

MANSOUR BORAIK

“The Sphinx Avenue Excavations. Second Report”, p. 13-32.

The excavations along the ancient road were divided into several sectors including the rams before the gate of
Euergetes; these excavations have brought to light significant information concerning the history of east Luxor.
This sacred road, built by Nectanebo I, was probably used for the procession from Karnak to Luxor temple
during the Opet festival, and was in use until the end of the Roman period. During the Ptolemaic period, many
restorations and constructions in both Karnak and Luxor were achieved via the use of this sacred road. Such
continuation of work opened up opportunities for economic and cultural development in the city for years to come.

MANSOUR BORAIK
“A Roman Bath at Karnak Temples. A Preliminary Report”, p. 33-46.

Recent excavation in front of Karnak temple sheds light on Roman life in Luxor through the discovery of a
large bath complex. The excavated remains of this thermae cover some 300 m?* and include many archaeological
features, such as the well-preserved bathing pools. Most of the walls of the superstructure now stand less than a
metre high, but some of the fired brick walls of the substructure are 3 metres tall. The thermae were remoulded
and redecorated over what appears to be a long period of use, adding to the challenge inherent in understan-
ding the history of the complex. The rooms of the thermae are laid out axial sequence. Much of the complex,
including its foundation, was built of fired brick. Key features of the Karnak thermae, moving east to west,
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include well-built drains, leading to loutra (water plunge pools), an extensive hipocaustum, and a praefurnium.
The presence of two distinct caldaria suggests that the Karnak thermae had discreet sections for female and
male bathers. This hypothesis is supported by the large number of glass bracelets and other feminine jewelry
discovered in the drains on the southern side of the complex. Further excavations will reveal the full plan of
the thermae and test this hypothesis.

MANSOUR BORAIK, SALAH EL-MASEKH, ANNE-MARIE GUIMIER-SORBETS, BERANGERE REDON

“Ptolemaic Baths in front of Karnak Temples. Recent Discoveries (Season 2009-2010)”, p. 47-77.

The article presents new results from the excavations of the Karnak baths during the 2009-2010 seasons. The
building was uncovered in 2006 by the SCA during rescue excavations, and a preliminary report was published
in 2009. Since then, excavations have continued and led to the discovery of the baths’ heating system. In the first
part of the article, this structure is described and interpreted in light of recently uncovered comparanda in Egypt,
particularly at Taposiris Magna. We show the ingeniousness of the heating devices in such Graeco-Egyptian
baths by presenting one of the most ancient and well-preserved systems found in Egypt.

In the second part, the study focuses on the decoration of the baths, in particular on the mosaic floors and wall
paintings. After a careful description of the whole decorative programme, which is identified with the “structural
style”, we examine the technical aspects of their construction. Finally, we show that their luxury evokes Greek
and Macedonian examples, such as the palace of Philip II of Macedon, father of Alexander the Great.

MANSOUR BORAIK, MOHAMED NAGUIB
“Ceramic Material from the Ptolemaic Baths Excavations in front of Karnak Temples”, p. 79-191.

In 2007 the Ministry of State for Antiquities started excavations to the north-west of the first pylon of Karnak
temple, within the framework of the refurbishment programme of the sector located between the temple of Karnak
and the Nile. The material presented here represents five different historical periods: Late period, Ptolemaic
period, Roman period, and Islamic and Ottoman periods. The ceramic material is composed of different fabrics
(clays), local and imported, and it was used for diverse purposes: storage, transportation, cooking, tableware,
lighting etc. Study of this pottery corpus makes a vital contribution toward dating the site and also helps to
model daily life in an area that was very active during the Graeco-Roman period.

PETER BRAND, JEAN REVEZ, JANUSZ KARKOWSKI, EMMANUEL LAROZE, CEDRIC GOBEIL

“Karnak Hypostyle Hall Project, Report on the 2011 Field Season for the University of Memphis &
the Université du Québec a Montréal”, p. 193-229.

During a six week field season in May and June of 2011, the Karnak Hypostyle Hall Project began to record
inscriptions on the columns and abacus blocks of the building. This consisted of detailed collation of earlier
records of the abacus blocks made by Ricardo Caminos in the 1950s and systematic photography of all the
abaci facets in situ and of those now lying in the block yards. Many of the abaci have palimpsest inscriptions
of erased Sety I or early Ramesses II inscriptions replaced by later Ramesses II reliefs. Orthogonal images
of a representative sample of abaci facets were made in the block yards and from our scaffolding. Theodolite
measurements of abaci facets and wall reliefs were also taken and a successful experiment was made to make
a conventional photograph into an orthogonal one using the software program Redresseur. Collation of early
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sketches of the column scenes by Harold Nelson yielded a wealth of new epigraphic data, including palimpsest
inscriptions on some of the columns. Study of the abaci and column scenes also gave us new insights into the
orientation of decoration, chronology of the relief decoration and post-pharaonic iconoclasm. Work also conti-
nued to produce “unrolled” and orthogonal images of the columns based on photogrammetric data obtained in
2007 and 2008. We also continued our earlier work to record inscribed blocks that have fallen from the upper
levels of the walls that now lie in the northern and southern block yards.

JEAN-FRANCOIS CARLOTTI, PHILIPPE MARTINEZ

“Nouvelles observations architecturales et épigraphiques sur la grande salle hypostyle du temple
d’Amon-Ré a Karnak”, p. 231-277.

This study attempts to bring a new perspective to the history of the great hypostyle hall in Karnak. Different
clues, architectural as well as epigraphic, either new or previously unconsidered, show that the monument as
we know it is the result of modifications and alterations spanning many decades and different reigns, beginning
with a primary project launched by Amenhotep III. If a projected high colonnade, similar to the one built at
Luxor Temple, was never finished, the space thus delineated seems then to have been occupied by a peristyle
court surrounded by pillars of falatats mainly bearing the name of queen Nefertiti. Tutankhamun, (perhaps
Ay) and Horemhab then dismantled this structure and reused its foundations to support a new peristyle adorned
with columns. It is only during the reigns of the first Ramessid kings that it was transformed again into a fully
covered hypostyle hall; this should be understood as atruely Ramessid invention. Although this presents a
coherent account of architectural development, a number of important historical questions remain open, espe-
cially when the numerous traces of erasure and deliberate damage are taken into account; these situate parts
of the structure in the whirlwind of Amarna desecrations. Although this article offers a workable hypothesis
that tries to integrate all the available evidence, a central aim is to reopen debate concerning the history of the
monument to which other scholars will contribute.

SILVANA CINCOTTI

“Les fouilles dans le Musée”: la collection égyptienne de Turin et le Fonds Rifaud”, p. 279-285.

This article treats statues held in the Museum of Egyptian Antiquities in Turin that were discovered in Egypt
by Jean Jacques Rifaud on behalf of the French consul Bernardino Drovetti. Research undertaken in Geneva
on the unpublished manuscripts of Rifaud, as part of a PhD on the statues in the Turin museum, has permitted,
as a first step, important information regarding the location of the standing statues of the goddess Sekhmet to
be brought to light; in his report on the excavation, Rifaud says that he found the standing statues in the temple
of Ptah, located north of the sacred precinct of the temple of Amun-Re at Karnak.

RoMAIN DaviD

“La céramique d’un habitat du v° siecle a Karnak”, p. 287-297.

This article focuses on ceramics coming out of a securely dated V" century layer from a small dwelling
within the enclosure of the Ptah Temple at Karnak. An indicative typology provides information on the main
production activities in such contexts.
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CATHERINE DEFERNEZ

“Remarques a propos de quelques vases Bes découverts a Karnak”, p. 297-331.

This paper puts forward a few examples of well-preserved Bes-pots that were recently uncovered at Karnak
in the upper levels of the debris of the Treasury of Shabaka. Dated to the Ptolemaic period (possibly to its first
half), these pieces offer new evidence for this specific class of pottery. Otherwise rarely attested, these Bes
vessels, which were manufactured in Nile clay, are not clearly recognizable because of their schematic decora-
tion. This consists of, for example, the marking of eyes by fingerprints and, in some cases, a nose seems to be
created by a slight pinching of the outer wall.

Most of the occurrences of this vessel-type identified at Karnak are presented here; these were found in seve-
ral areas of the Amun-Re temple, as well as North and South Karnak. Some similar vessels were also recently
recorded in the Mut Temple. Some closed shapes found at other sites in the Theban area are also included, as
well as those discovered in several areas outside Thebes, particularly in the Delta; for example, reports which
mention such vessels from several sites in the eastern part of the country are assessed.

Despite the small number of pieces, these Bes-pots are significant, and their analysis shows a major deve-
lopment in this class of pottery. They also provide new data for the classification established in a previous study,

which was based on findings from the Persian site of Tell el-Herr.

DIDIER DEVAUCHELLE, GHISLAINE WIDMER
“Un hiereus en écriture démotique a Karnak”, p. 333-336.

Publication of a fragmentary sandstone block discovered in 2010 in the excavated material lying over the
Ptolemaic baths in front of Karnak temple. The inscription, which could be a dedication, includes mention of the
Greek title hiereus transcribed into Demotic for which very few examples are otherwise attested, thus providing
new evidence for the cultural mixing in this area at the beginning of the Roman Period.

AMR GABER

“Aspects of the Deification of King Sety 1", p. 337-382.

This article investigates a corpus of documents which reflect the different strategies deployed in the deification
of Sety I in the Nineteenth Dynasty. Analysis of these different documents, both epigraphic and iconographic,
elucidates features of his deification, not only during his lifetime but also his posthumous deification by his
son Ramesses 1. These documents mainly come from the temples of Seti I at Abydos and Qurna, and the great
hypostyle hall at Karnak. A comparative analysis of these documents with those of other deified kings is pre-
sented. A group of documents which present the veneration of Sety I are also discussed.

Luc GABOLDE

“Remarques sur le chemisage des obélisques de la Ouadjyt et sa datation”, p. 383-399.

It has been recently and often proposed that the enveloping masonry which surrounds the obelisks of
Hatshepsut in the Wadjyt hall, hiding their lower parts, should be dated to her reign, having been erected for
religious or architectural reasons. However, close reexamination of these arguments shows that they do not have
a convincing basis. The previous attribution of this enveloping masonry to the reign of Thutmosis 111 remains
the most likely thesis; it is also the most convincing in respect to the texts dealing with the building activity in
this area, and should be definitely preferred.
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JEREMY HOURDIN
“A propos de la chapelle d’Osiris-Padedankh de Chapenoupet II. Un apport i sa reconstitution épi-
graphique et architecturale”, p. 401-423.

Publication of new archaeological material found recently on the avenue of Sphinxes, between the temples
of Karnak and Luxor. Some of the newly discovered blocks come from an already known Osirian chapel — the
chapel of Osiris-Padedankh (firstly published in Karnak-Nord IV in the 1950s) — and are elements of its doors
and walls. Reconstructions of these features are presented, enhancing knowledge of the chapel. This monument
was constructed under the pontificate of the god’s wife Shepenwepet II during Tanutamon’s obscure rule. Some
other unidentified blocks are also published here to enable analysis and identification.

CHARLIE LABARTA

“Une stele de Ramses II au magasin Cheikh Labib a Karnak”, p. 425-436.

This article publishes a fragmentary pink granite stele of Ramesses 11, which had been carved on the rear
surface of an offering table of Mentuhotep II. It was found between the 11" and TV'" pylon at Karnak and is
currently held in the Sheikh Labib magazine. The inscription begins with mention of year 37 of Ramesses II,
the date of his third jubilee; although a large part of the text is missing, the lower half preserves a speech of
Amun, which contributes to the study of the royal eulogy during the XIX™ dynasty.

NADIA LICITRA

“La réfection de I’enceinte du temple d’Amon sous le regne de Ramsés III: une nouvelle stele décou-
verte a Karnak”, p. 437-445.

In April 2012, a new stela of Ramesses 111 was discovered on the site of the Treasury of Shabaka. Its text
commemorates the reconstruction of the enclosure wall of the temple of Amun during his reign, giving new
information about the location of the northern section of the wall at the beginning of the XX™ dynasty.

DAvID LORAND
“Une ‘Chapelle des Ancétres’ a Karnak sous Sésostris I°?”°, p. 447-466.

Senwosret I undertook, during his 45-year reign, a nearly systematic re-building of the main divine temples
of ancient Egypt. The cult place of Amun-Re in Karnak was not neglected. Among the various remains of the
limestone temple and chapels, several statues dedicated by Senwosret I were excavated at the beginning of the
20™ century. Three of them represent royal ancestors from the Old Kingdom and the Late First Intermediate
Period. The statue Cairo CG 42004 of king Sahura and the statue of Prince Antef-Aa Cairo CG 42005 were
found in Karnak, while a third one, representing king Niuserra, whose provenience is unknown (British Museum
EA 870), probably also comes from the temple of Amun-Re. The dedication of former kings’ statues is part of a
vivid royal interest in the past at the beginning of the 12" Dynasty in order to define the political ideology of the
ruler. The three statues must have been kept in one or several room(s) of the Middle Kingdom temple of Amun-
Re, probably in a structure anticipating the “Chapel of Ancestors” erected in the Akh-menu by Thutmose I11.
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CHRISTOPHE THIERS

“Membra disiecta ptolemaica (11)”, p. 467-491.

Publication of loose blocks belonging to monuments built at Karnak during the reigns of Ptolemy I'V Philopator,
Ptolemy VI Philometor and Ptolemy VIII Euergetes.

CHRISTOPHE THIERS, PIERRE ZIGNANI

“Le domaine du temple de Ptah a Karnak. Premieres données de terrain”, p. 493-513.

During 2010-2012, excavations were conducted at the Temple of Ptah at Karnak. The work mainly focused
in the southwestern part of the precinct, and inside the chapels and courtyard of the sanctuary. This preliminary
report presents the traces of different developments in the environment of the temple during its long use, up to
its secondary occupation after the end of the Pharaonic worship.

These preliminary investigations concern:

— the remains prior to construction of the sanctuary of Tuthmosis III (a gate of Senakhtenre Ahmose and
massive mud-brick walls beneath the substructure of the temple);

— limestone bearing slabs which were reused as the floor of the chapels and the courtyard;

— limestone blocks of Tuthmosis III and Hatshepsut which were reused in the foundation of the temple;

— Ptolemaic and Kushite gates associated with mud-brick enclosure walls on the main axis and on another
southernmost axis;

— the late Roman and secular occupation of the area.
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