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UN HIEREUS EN ECRITURE DEMOTIQUE A KARNAK

Didier Devauchelle, Ghislaine Widmer (univ. Lille 3 — CNRS, UMR 8164)

ANS LES DEBLATIS de fouilles anciennes qui recouvraient les bains ptolémaiques, devant le grand temple

de Karnak !, un petit bloc de grés portant une inscription démotique fragmentaire fut découvert en

février 2010; celle-ci, gravée assez profondément, comportait au moins deux lignes 2. La nature du
texte, peut-étre une dédicace, reste difficile a préciser puisque le début n’a pas été retrouvé. Toutefois, la pré-
sence du titre grec hiereus transcrit en démotique est assez exceptionnelle pour que le document fasse ici 'objet
d’une bréve publication.

W [... Ns-nzy=w-hmnw-iw p3 hysrws

[... fils de (?) Snakhom]neus3 le prétre (iepgdc)*
G JnHr[.]sdt

[...] de Hor [...] pour Uéternité>.

1 Voir, dés a présent, M. BORAIK, «Excavations of the Quay and the Embankment in front of Karnak Temples. Preliminary Report»,
Karnak 13, 2010, p. 73. Nous tenons a remercier M. Boraik (Mea) qui nous a permis de publier ce document, Salah el-Masekh (Mea), qui
a conduit la fouille et nous a facilité le travail sur place, ainsi que Bérangere Redon (Ifao) qui nous a mis en relation avec les découvreurs.

2 Le bloc, dans son état actuel, mesure 32 cm de longueur, 12 cm de hauteur et 16 cm d’épaisseur maximum ; I'inscription s’étend
sur 27 cm.

3 La fin du nom est perdue, mais elle peut étre facilement reconstituée, Snakhomneus étant un anthroponyme thébain courant,
cf. E. LUDDECKENS et al., Demot. Nb. 1, 9, 1989, p. 680-682 ; Fr. PREISIGKE, Namenbuch, Heidelberg, 1922, col. 389 : Zvayopvedg
et var. (Zaypevedg et Zoyopvedc) ; D. FORABOSCHI, Onomasticon Alterum Papyrologicum, Milan, Varese, 1971, p. 295b.

4 Pour la forme du £ initial, on pourra comparer avec plusieurs graphies de mots enregistrés dans le Chicago Demotic Dictionary
(CDD H [o1.1], p. 20, 35 et 87, par exemple), mais aucun ne présente de branche initiale aussi courte. Le déterminatif de sysrws est
identique a celui rencontré sur la stele Caire CG 50025 (voir infra n. 8) pour le méme mot: il differe du groupe qui sert habituelle-
ment a déterminer un nom ou un titre étranger et s’apparente plutot a une variante du signe de la joie, de la féte (cf. les graphies de
hrwt dans W. ERICHSEN, Demotisches Glossar, Copenhague, 1954, p. 279-280, et le mot lu gnb.t par Fr.L1. GRIFFITH, Catalogue of
the Demotic Graffiti of the Dodeschoenus 1, Oxford, 1937, p. 183, index) ; faut-il y voir un indice du travail accompli par le hiereus?

5 Enraison d’une cassure de la pierre, de nombreuses incertitudes demeurent quant a la lecture de cette ligne. Le premier signe visible
pourrait &tre un déterminatif, puisqu’il est suivi de n (préposition du datif ou particule du génitif) : s’agit-il d’'un bras armé, rien ne
permet de I'affirmer. Le groupe suivant contient le nom du dieu Horus, lui-m&me accompagné d’un signe, le tout peut-&tre déterminé
par le pavois divin. La seule suggestion que nous pouvons faire est wr; nous aurions ainsi une mention d’Haroeris dont la présence
en Haute Egypte n'a rien d’exceptionnel.

Cahiers de Karnak 14, 2013, p. 333-330.
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Fig. 2. Bloc vu du dessus © Cnrs-Cfeetk/ M. Saidi.
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UN HIEREUS EN ECRITURE DEMOTIQUE A KARNAK

k@ 1 Y, s D0 1 gg M;;ﬁy@ao By

Fig. 3. Fac-similé de I’inscription © D. Devauchelle, Gh. Widmer$.

L'interprétation de cette inscription, dont il manque une partie significative, présente de nombreuses incer-
titudes. Snakhomneus semble étre le nom du pere du dédicant qui était vraisemblablement mentionné au début
de la premiere ligne. Quant a la désignation ps hysrws, le hiereus, elle s’applique plus vraisemblablement au fils
dont nous avons perdu le nom plutt qu'au pere’, ce qui est d’autant plus regrettable pour les études prosopo-
graphiques que 'on ne connait qu’un seul autre porteur de ce titre en démotique 8. Dans ce contexte de mixité,

6 Nous remercions Martyne Bocquet (CNRS, UMR 8164 — HALMA-IPEL) qui a vectorisé notre relevé.

7 Pour une discussion récente autour de la question de I'attribution au pere ou au fils d’un titre mentionné en fin de filiation, voir. C. ARLT,
Deine Seele moge Leben fiir immer und ewig. Die demotischen Mumienschilder im British Museum, StudDem 10, 2011, p. 116-120.
De fait, le titre du fils peut se placer avant ou apres les anthroponymes : dans le premier cas, il ne présente pas d’article, dans le second,
il est généralement précédé de I'article défini, comme semblent le confirmer quelques inscriptions bilingues : Sv.P. VLEEMING, Some
Coins of Artaxerxes and Other Short Texts in the Demotic Script Found on Various Objects and Gathered from Many Publications,
StudDem 5, 2001, p. 166-168, n° 175, et C. ARLT, op. cit., p. 42, n° 64.

8 La transcription du grec iepedg n’est attestée jusqu’ici en démotique, de maniére assurée, que par un seul autre document, la stéle
Caire CG 50025 (prov. Lougsor ? I*" siecle apr. J.-C. ?), ou le terme est également écrit hysrws, précédé€ de p pour l'article égyptien pa,
cf. Sv.P. VLEEMING, op. cit., p. 108-109 et 261, n° 142. Cette équivalence est mentionnée par W. CLARYSSE, « A Greek winery for sale.
Appendix: Greek loan-words in Demotic. An update », dans A.M.EW. Verhoogt, Sv.P. Vleemnig (éd.), The Two Faces of Graeco-
Roman Egypt. Greece and Demotic and Greek-Demotic Texts and Studies Presented to P.W. Pestman, P.L.Bat. 30, 1998, p. 139,
n° 34a, dans le supplément de son article « Greek loan-words in Demotic», publié dans Sv.P. Vleeming (éd.), Aspects of Demotic
Lexicography. Acts of the Second International Conference for Demotic Studies. Leiden, 19-21 September 1984, StudDem 1, 1987,
p- 9-33. 1l convient maintenant peut-étre d’ajouter 1’étiquette de momie BM EA 29524 (Thebes; ptolémaique), ou le terme hyrsws
(?) est mentionné en fin de filiation sans article, cf. C. ARLT, op. cit., p. 9, n° 6. Un titre (?) hyrws est enregistré dans CDD H (01.1):
p. 25 (O. dém. Strasbourg 2010, 1. 4-5), qui propose, avec prudence, d’y voir la transcription du grec iepedg ou de Hpwg, «héros».
On pourra aussi comparer avec hysrws = iepelc dans 1epOg ndrog, prétre éponyme de Cléopatre 11, cf. CDD H (or1.1): p. 16-18,
qui présente, parmi des variantes d’écriture, celle de hysrw pslw; voir aussi W. CLARYSSE, dans Sv.P. Vleeming (éd.), Aspects of
Demotic Lexicography, p. 24. Depuis les deux articles de W. Clarysse précédemment cités et recensant les termes grecs transcrits
en démotique, des publications de textes ont fait apparaitre de nouveaux exemples ; on citera, parmi d’autres, les ostraca démotiques
de Medinet Madi / Narmouthis étudiés par A. Menchetti et les possibles combinaisons déroutantes de certains papyrus de Dimeh /
Soknopaiou Nesos, cf. S.L.. LIPPERT, M. SCHENTULEIT, « Stoetis in geheimer Mission. Der Brief pBerlin P 8092 », dans H. Knuf,
Chr. Leitz, D. von Recklinghausen (éd.), Honi soit qui mal y pense. Studien zum pharaonischen, griechisch-romischen und spdtan-
tiken Agypten zu Ehren von Heinz-Josef Thissen, OLA 194, 2010, p. 364-365 et p. 375-376.
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il aurait été intéressant de savoir si le personnage était le hiereus d’un dieu égyptien ou non. On notera toutefois
que, contrairement a la stele Caire CG 50025 ou le prétre et son pere portent des noms grecs, respectivement
Hérakleides et Philammon 9, le bloc de Karnak ne conserve qu’un anthroponyme égyptien.

Puisque I'inscription s’étend en longueur, il est fort probable que la pierre qui lui sert de support était un élément
architectural, un linteau par exemple, plutdt qu'une stele a proprement parler: dans ce cas, moins d’un tiers de
I'inscription serait conservé. On pourrait alors restituer une formule du type «la ou les divinité(s) donne(nt) vie
(di ‘nh) a Untel fils de Snakhomneus », comme sur le fronton (?) de porte retrouvé a Coptos (regne de Claude),
qui se termine également par I’'expression § d¢ '°. L'inscription pouvait aussi comporter une date, soit au début,
comme sur le document que nous venons de citer, soit sur une troisieme ligne qui aurait été gravée dans la
section manquante "'. Nous ne pouvons malheureusement pas proposer de lecture pour le texte qui précede §*

12

dt et, dans la mesure ot le bloc a visiblement été réemployé '*, nous n’avons aucune idée de la destination et de

la provenance précise de cet objet qui, si 'on se fie au nom thébain du peére, n’a pas dii beaucoup voyager. Sa
découverte dans le secteur des bains ptolémaiques est vraisemblablement le fait du hasard mais il est tentant
d’imaginer que le dédicant, qualifié de hiereus, a souhaité laisser un témoignage de sa présence a proximité
de I'entrée du grand temple de Karnak, dans une zone ol se cotoyaient traditionnellement Egyptiens et Grecs.

9 Voir ci-dessus n. 8, ainsi que G. VITTMANN, « Beobachtungen und Uberlegungen zu fremden und hellenisierten Agyptern im Dienste
einheimischer Kulte », dans W. Clarysse, A. Schoors, H. Willems (éd.), Egyptian Religion. The Last Thousand Years, Studies Dedicated
to the Memory of J. Quaegebeur 1, OLA 84, 1998, p. 1238-1239, § 18. En revanche, sur I’étiquette de momie BM EA 29524 (voir
supra n. 8), on constate que le fils a un nom d’origine grecque, Hierax, alors que le pere s’appelle Psenmonthes.

10 Pour le «fronton» ou «linteau» de Coptos, voir en dernier lieu Sv.P. VLEEMING, Some Coins..., p. 188-189, n° 199 (a comparer
avec d’autres documents du dossier de Parthenios, comme le n° 179); on pourra aussi faire le rapprochement avec une inscription
ptolémaique sur architrave provenant du temple de Philadelphie (voir n° 140).

11 La datation de I'inscription reste hypothétique ; nous sommes tentés de faire remonter ce document au début de I’époque romaine,
notamment en raison de la forme particuliere du & de hiereus et du déterminatif de ce terme (voir supra n. 5).

12 Le revers du bloc a été retaillé a une époque indéterminée et présente un creusement circulaire (voir fig. 2).
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MicHEL AziM, AGNES CABROL T, AUDE DOBRAKOWSKI, Luc GABOLDE

“Les mysteres d’un sphinx”, p. 1-1T.

Publication of two photographs (calotypes) of Fr. de Campigneulles taken in the central part of Karnak, and
purchased by the Musée d’Histoire Naturelle of Lille (France). One of them shows a mysterious sphinx, now
lost. Study of the latter leads to the hypothesis that it may be a representation of Amun.

MANSOUR BORAIK

“The Sphinx Avenue Excavations. Second Report”, p. 13-32.

The excavations along the ancient road were divided into several sectors including the rams before the gate of
Euergetes; these excavations have brought to light significant information concerning the history of east Luxor.
This sacred road, built by Nectanebo I, was probably used for the procession from Karnak to Luxor temple
during the Opet festival, and was in use until the end of the Roman period. During the Ptolemaic period, many
restorations and constructions in both Karnak and Luxor were achieved via the use of this sacred road. Such
continuation of work opened up opportunities for economic and cultural development in the city for years to come.

MANSOUR BORAIK
“A Roman Bath at Karnak Temples. A Preliminary Report”, p. 33-46.

Recent excavation in front of Karnak temple sheds light on Roman life in Luxor through the discovery of a
large bath complex. The excavated remains of this thermae cover some 300 m?* and include many archaeological
features, such as the well-preserved bathing pools. Most of the walls of the superstructure now stand less than a
metre high, but some of the fired brick walls of the substructure are 3 metres tall. The thermae were remoulded
and redecorated over what appears to be a long period of use, adding to the challenge inherent in understan-
ding the history of the complex. The rooms of the thermae are laid out axial sequence. Much of the complex,
including its foundation, was built of fired brick. Key features of the Karnak thermae, moving east to west,
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include well-built drains, leading to loutra (water plunge pools), an extensive hipocaustum, and a praefurnium.
The presence of two distinct caldaria suggests that the Karnak thermae had discreet sections for female and
male bathers. This hypothesis is supported by the large number of glass bracelets and other feminine jewelry
discovered in the drains on the southern side of the complex. Further excavations will reveal the full plan of
the thermae and test this hypothesis.

MANSOUR BORAIK, SALAH EL-MASEKH, ANNE-MARIE GUIMIER-SORBETS, BERANGERE REDON

“Ptolemaic Baths in front of Karnak Temples. Recent Discoveries (Season 2009-2010)”, p. 47-77.

The article presents new results from the excavations of the Karnak baths during the 2009-2010 seasons. The
building was uncovered in 2006 by the SCA during rescue excavations, and a preliminary report was published
in 2009. Since then, excavations have continued and led to the discovery of the baths’ heating system. In the first
part of the article, this structure is described and interpreted in light of recently uncovered comparanda in Egypt,
particularly at Taposiris Magna. We show the ingeniousness of the heating devices in such Graeco-Egyptian
baths by presenting one of the most ancient and well-preserved systems found in Egypt.

In the second part, the study focuses on the decoration of the baths, in particular on the mosaic floors and wall
paintings. After a careful description of the whole decorative programme, which is identified with the “structural
style”, we examine the technical aspects of their construction. Finally, we show that their luxury evokes Greek
and Macedonian examples, such as the palace of Philip II of Macedon, father of Alexander the Great.

MANSOUR BORAIK, MOHAMED NAGUIB
“Ceramic Material from the Ptolemaic Baths Excavations in front of Karnak Temples”, p. 79-191.

In 2007 the Ministry of State for Antiquities started excavations to the north-west of the first pylon of Karnak
temple, within the framework of the refurbishment programme of the sector located between the temple of Karnak
and the Nile. The material presented here represents five different historical periods: Late period, Ptolemaic
period, Roman period, and Islamic and Ottoman periods. The ceramic material is composed of different fabrics
(clays), local and imported, and it was used for diverse purposes: storage, transportation, cooking, tableware,
lighting etc. Study of this pottery corpus makes a vital contribution toward dating the site and also helps to
model daily life in an area that was very active during the Graeco-Roman period.

PETER BRAND, JEAN REVEZ, JANUSZ KARKOWSKI, EMMANUEL LAROZE, CEDRIC GOBEIL

“Karnak Hypostyle Hall Project, Report on the 2011 Field Season for the University of Memphis &
the Université du Québec a Montréal”, p. 193-229.

During a six week field season in May and June of 2011, the Karnak Hypostyle Hall Project began to record
inscriptions on the columns and abacus blocks of the building. This consisted of detailed collation of earlier
records of the abacus blocks made by Ricardo Caminos in the 1950s and systematic photography of all the
abaci facets in situ and of those now lying in the block yards. Many of the abaci have palimpsest inscriptions
of erased Sety I or early Ramesses II inscriptions replaced by later Ramesses II reliefs. Orthogonal images
of a representative sample of abaci facets were made in the block yards and from our scaffolding. Theodolite
measurements of abaci facets and wall reliefs were also taken and a successful experiment was made to make
a conventional photograph into an orthogonal one using the software program Redresseur. Collation of early
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sketches of the column scenes by Harold Nelson yielded a wealth of new epigraphic data, including palimpsest
inscriptions on some of the columns. Study of the abaci and column scenes also gave us new insights into the
orientation of decoration, chronology of the relief decoration and post-pharaonic iconoclasm. Work also conti-
nued to produce “unrolled” and orthogonal images of the columns based on photogrammetric data obtained in
2007 and 2008. We also continued our earlier work to record inscribed blocks that have fallen from the upper
levels of the walls that now lie in the northern and southern block yards.

JEAN-FRANCOIS CARLOTTI, PHILIPPE MARTINEZ

“Nouvelles observations architecturales et épigraphiques sur la grande salle hypostyle du temple
d’Amon-Ré a Karnak”, p. 231-277.

This study attempts to bring a new perspective to the history of the great hypostyle hall in Karnak. Different
clues, architectural as well as epigraphic, either new or previously unconsidered, show that the monument as
we know it is the result of modifications and alterations spanning many decades and different reigns, beginning
with a primary project launched by Amenhotep III. If a projected high colonnade, similar to the one built at
Luxor Temple, was never finished, the space thus delineated seems then to have been occupied by a peristyle
court surrounded by pillars of falatats mainly bearing the name of queen Nefertiti. Tutankhamun, (perhaps
Ay) and Horemhab then dismantled this structure and reused its foundations to support a new peristyle adorned
with columns. It is only during the reigns of the first Ramessid kings that it was transformed again into a fully
covered hypostyle hall; this should be understood as atruely Ramessid invention. Although this presents a
coherent account of architectural development, a number of important historical questions remain open, espe-
cially when the numerous traces of erasure and deliberate damage are taken into account; these situate parts
of the structure in the whirlwind of Amarna desecrations. Although this article offers a workable hypothesis
that tries to integrate all the available evidence, a central aim is to reopen debate concerning the history of the
monument to which other scholars will contribute.

SILVANA CINCOTTI

“Les fouilles dans le Musée”: la collection égyptienne de Turin et le Fonds Rifaud”, p. 279-285.

This article treats statues held in the Museum of Egyptian Antiquities in Turin that were discovered in Egypt
by Jean Jacques Rifaud on behalf of the French consul Bernardino Drovetti. Research undertaken in Geneva
on the unpublished manuscripts of Rifaud, as part of a PhD on the statues in the Turin museum, has permitted,
as a first step, important information regarding the location of the standing statues of the goddess Sekhmet to
be brought to light; in his report on the excavation, Rifaud says that he found the standing statues in the temple
of Ptah, located north of the sacred precinct of the temple of Amun-Re at Karnak.

RoMAIN DaviD

“La céramique d’un habitat du v° siecle a Karnak”, p. 287-297.

This article focuses on ceramics coming out of a securely dated V" century layer from a small dwelling
within the enclosure of the Ptah Temple at Karnak. An indicative typology provides information on the main
production activities in such contexts.
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CATHERINE DEFERNEZ

“Remarques a propos de quelques vases Bes découverts a Karnak”, p. 297-331.

This paper puts forward a few examples of well-preserved Bes-pots that were recently uncovered at Karnak
in the upper levels of the debris of the Treasury of Shabaka. Dated to the Ptolemaic period (possibly to its first
half), these pieces offer new evidence for this specific class of pottery. Otherwise rarely attested, these Bes
vessels, which were manufactured in Nile clay, are not clearly recognizable because of their schematic decora-
tion. This consists of, for example, the marking of eyes by fingerprints and, in some cases, a nose seems to be
created by a slight pinching of the outer wall.

Most of the occurrences of this vessel-type identified at Karnak are presented here; these were found in seve-
ral areas of the Amun-Re temple, as well as North and South Karnak. Some similar vessels were also recently
recorded in the Mut Temple. Some closed shapes found at other sites in the Theban area are also included, as
well as those discovered in several areas outside Thebes, particularly in the Delta; for example, reports which
mention such vessels from several sites in the eastern part of the country are assessed.

Despite the small number of pieces, these Bes-pots are significant, and their analysis shows a major deve-
lopment in this class of pottery. They also provide new data for the classification established in a previous study,

which was based on findings from the Persian site of Tell el-Herr.

DIDIER DEVAUCHELLE, GHISLAINE WIDMER
“Un hiereus en écriture démotique a Karnak”, p. 333-336.

Publication of a fragmentary sandstone block discovered in 2010 in the excavated material lying over the
Ptolemaic baths in front of Karnak temple. The inscription, which could be a dedication, includes mention of the
Greek title hiereus transcribed into Demotic for which very few examples are otherwise attested, thus providing
new evidence for the cultural mixing in this area at the beginning of the Roman Period.

AMR GABER

“Aspects of the Deification of King Sety 1", p. 337-382.

This article investigates a corpus of documents which reflect the different strategies deployed in the deification
of Sety I in the Nineteenth Dynasty. Analysis of these different documents, both epigraphic and iconographic,
elucidates features of his deification, not only during his lifetime but also his posthumous deification by his
son Ramesses 1. These documents mainly come from the temples of Seti I at Abydos and Qurna, and the great
hypostyle hall at Karnak. A comparative analysis of these documents with those of other deified kings is pre-
sented. A group of documents which present the veneration of Sety I are also discussed.

Luc GABOLDE

“Remarques sur le chemisage des obélisques de la Ouadjyt et sa datation”, p. 383-399.

It has been recently and often proposed that the enveloping masonry which surrounds the obelisks of
Hatshepsut in the Wadjyt hall, hiding their lower parts, should be dated to her reign, having been erected for
religious or architectural reasons. However, close reexamination of these arguments shows that they do not have
a convincing basis. The previous attribution of this enveloping masonry to the reign of Thutmosis 111 remains
the most likely thesis; it is also the most convincing in respect to the texts dealing with the building activity in
this area, and should be definitely preferred.
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JEREMY HOURDIN
“A propos de la chapelle d’Osiris-Padedankh de Chapenoupet II. Un apport i sa reconstitution épi-
graphique et architecturale”, p. 401-423.

Publication of new archaeological material found recently on the avenue of Sphinxes, between the temples
of Karnak and Luxor. Some of the newly discovered blocks come from an already known Osirian chapel — the
chapel of Osiris-Padedankh (firstly published in Karnak-Nord IV in the 1950s) — and are elements of its doors
and walls. Reconstructions of these features are presented, enhancing knowledge of the chapel. This monument
was constructed under the pontificate of the god’s wife Shepenwepet II during Tanutamon’s obscure rule. Some
other unidentified blocks are also published here to enable analysis and identification.

CHARLIE LABARTA

“Une stele de Ramses II au magasin Cheikh Labib a Karnak”, p. 425-436.

This article publishes a fragmentary pink granite stele of Ramesses 11, which had been carved on the rear
surface of an offering table of Mentuhotep II. It was found between the 11" and TV'" pylon at Karnak and is
currently held in the Sheikh Labib magazine. The inscription begins with mention of year 37 of Ramesses II,
the date of his third jubilee; although a large part of the text is missing, the lower half preserves a speech of
Amun, which contributes to the study of the royal eulogy during the XIX™ dynasty.

NADIA LICITRA

“La réfection de I’enceinte du temple d’Amon sous le regne de Ramsés III: une nouvelle stele décou-
verte a Karnak”, p. 437-445.

In April 2012, a new stela of Ramesses 111 was discovered on the site of the Treasury of Shabaka. Its text
commemorates the reconstruction of the enclosure wall of the temple of Amun during his reign, giving new
information about the location of the northern section of the wall at the beginning of the XX™ dynasty.

DAvID LORAND
“Une ‘Chapelle des Ancétres’ a Karnak sous Sésostris I°?”°, p. 447-466.

Senwosret I undertook, during his 45-year reign, a nearly systematic re-building of the main divine temples
of ancient Egypt. The cult place of Amun-Re in Karnak was not neglected. Among the various remains of the
limestone temple and chapels, several statues dedicated by Senwosret I were excavated at the beginning of the
20™ century. Three of them represent royal ancestors from the Old Kingdom and the Late First Intermediate
Period. The statue Cairo CG 42004 of king Sahura and the statue of Prince Antef-Aa Cairo CG 42005 were
found in Karnak, while a third one, representing king Niuserra, whose provenience is unknown (British Museum
EA 870), probably also comes from the temple of Amun-Re. The dedication of former kings’ statues is part of a
vivid royal interest in the past at the beginning of the 12" Dynasty in order to define the political ideology of the
ruler. The three statues must have been kept in one or several room(s) of the Middle Kingdom temple of Amun-
Re, probably in a structure anticipating the “Chapel of Ancestors” erected in the Akh-menu by Thutmose I11.
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CHRISTOPHE THIERS

“Membra disiecta ptolemaica (11)”, p. 467-491.

Publication of loose blocks belonging to monuments built at Karnak during the reigns of Ptolemy I'V Philopator,
Ptolemy VI Philometor and Ptolemy VIII Euergetes.

CHRISTOPHE THIERS, PIERRE ZIGNANI

“Le domaine du temple de Ptah a Karnak. Premieres données de terrain”, p. 493-513.

During 2010-2012, excavations were conducted at the Temple of Ptah at Karnak. The work mainly focused
in the southwestern part of the precinct, and inside the chapels and courtyard of the sanctuary. This preliminary
report presents the traces of different developments in the environment of the temple during its long use, up to
its secondary occupation after the end of the Pharaonic worship.

These preliminary investigations concern:

— the remains prior to construction of the sanctuary of Tuthmosis III (a gate of Senakhtenre Ahmose and
massive mud-brick walls beneath the substructure of the temple);

— limestone bearing slabs which were reused as the floor of the chapels and the courtyard;

— limestone blocks of Tuthmosis III and Hatshepsut which were reused in the foundation of the temple;

— Ptolemaic and Kushite gates associated with mud-brick enclosure walls on the main axis and on another
southernmost axis;

— the late Roman and secular occupation of the area.
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