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THE CHAPEL OF OsIRIS NEBDJET/PADEDANKH IN NORTH-K ARNAK.
AN EPIGRAPHIC SURVEY

Frédéric Payraudeau (Univ. Paris-Sorbonne)

UR KNOWLEDGE OF THE HisTory of North-western Karnak is unclear. Several of the monuments have

been registered since the time of Lepsius and Mariette, but most remain unexcavated and their iden-

tification seems, for some of them at least, problematic. This uncertainty is enhanced by the presence
of many blocks of unknown origin, coming, presumably, from lost chapels in the area. The aim of the short
epigraphic survey carried out on site in November 2008, and in January and June 2009 in the Cairo Museum
was to establish the date and cultic dedication of the so-called chapel of Osiris Nebdjet.!

1. Historical and Epigraphic Issues

This structure was hastily excavated by G. Legrain during the summer of 1902.2 The exact architectural fea-
tures of the monument are not known, but Legrain found some blocks with epigraphic material that are now
partly conserved in the Cairo Museum and the Cheikh Labib magazine in Karnak. Leclant has published four
of these blocks that certainly come from the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet:* the fragment of lintel JE 39401, the
fragmentary lintel JE 39402, and the two symmetric doorjambs (JE 39396 and JE 39400) that were probably
under the lintel JE 39402.

At least five other blocks stored in the Cairo Museum remain unpublished, and it seems there are others in the
Cheikh Labib magazine.* Legrain, as Leclant, thought that the chapel was also dedicated to Osiris Padedankh
(“Who gives life”) in view of some documents coming from the area of North-Karnak: a naos with the name of

1 I would like to thank Dr Sally-Ann Ashton for her kind invitation to work with her mission in North-Karnak, Prof. Laure Pantalacci,
director of the IFAO and Dr Christophe Thiers (USR 3172), director of the CFEETK and Mr Ibrahim Suleyman, director of the
Karnak Temples at this moment for their constant support, Dr Laurent Coulon for discussing many aspects of the Osirian cults there,
Alain Lecler (IFAO) and Jean-Francois Gout (USR 3172-CFEETK) for the photos of blocks in Cairo Museum and Karnak, Dr Wafa
El-Sedeek, director of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo for the authorization to study objects there and Mrs Sabah Abdelrazek and her
team for her help and consciousness. This article was intended to be part of a forthcoming book by the English Mission in North-
Karnak but, due to different editorial and scientific reasons, it will find its place in the Cahiers de Karnak.

2 G. LEGrAIN, “Notice sur le temple d’Osiris Nebdjeto”, ASAE 4, 1903, p. 181-186; C. KocH, “Die den Amun mit ihrer Stimme zufrie-
denstellen” - Gottesgemahlinnen und Musikerinnen im Thebanischen Amunstaat von der 22. bis zur 26. Dynastie, SRaT 27, 2012,
p- 40 and 126-127. Inscriptions to be found in K. JANSEN-WINKELN, Inschriften der Spcitzeit, Wiesbaden, 2009, p. 77-80 [thereafter
JWIS]. On the discoveries there: M. Azim, G. REVEILLAC, Karnak dans l'objectif de Georges Legrain. Catalogue raisonné des
archives photographiques du premier directeur des travaux de Karnak de 1885 a 1917 1, Paris, 2004, p. 359, 363.

3 J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains de la XXV* dynastie dite éthiopienne, BdE 35, 1965, p. 99-105, § 28.

4 These blocks are first mentioned by J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 100, n. 1.
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Osiris Padedankh and a statue of goddess Taweret that laid inside, has been found by sebbakhin in the time of
Mariette.’ In the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet itself, Legrain found a statue of the priest and servant of the Divine
Votaress Amenirdis I, Payseshuper, with a htp-dj-nswt formula to Osiris Padiankh, to whom he claims to have
built a temple.® The identification of this temple of Osiris Padedankh with the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet was
accepted by the majority of scholars.” Nevertheless, in the 1970’s, Dewachter challenged it.® For him, the fact
that the sebbakhin did not discover the blocks and statues found by Legrain in Nebdjet’s chapel is the proof that
the area where they worked was not near this temple. One could add that another chapel of Osiris Padedankh
is well known from the work of Christophe and Leclant in the Montu enclosure.” It was hoped that a study of
the unpublished Cairo blocks, and those in the Karnak magazine would lead to a resolution of this problem.

2. The chapel of Osiris Nebdjet: blocks in situ and in Cairo Museum

2.1. Blocks in situ and map from Pillet’s archives

On site at North-Karnak, the chapel remnants are poorly preserved. West of the Thutmoside Gate, still stand
a quadrangular mudbrick structure (c. 10 x 10 m) whose northern and eastern walls display the wave-pat-
tern characteristic of the Late Period enclosure walls, especially from the 26th dynasty to Ptolemaic Period
(Fig. 1)."° This element is frequently identified as the chapel, but it can be proved false. Indeed, in addition
to the description of Legrain cited above, recent research in the archives of the architect Maurice Pillet, who
worked in Karnak in the 1920’s, as yielded to the discovery of a map of the area drawn by Legrain, with the
plan of a little temple that can only be the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet (Fig. 2).!" An important indication given by
this map is that the identification of the squared mudbrick structure, always visible on the field, with the chapel
cannot be substantiated.

The architecture of the chapel was similar to others built in the 25th dynasty. From the East, a first door gave
access to a first room/courtyard (Fig. 3). An East-West burnt mudbrick wall is still visible there and should be
the northern wall of the first court. Four bases and column fragments reused as mortars or grindstones lay in
the area could have pertained to this part of the building. A second door separates this first area from another,
where Legrain found a third door he thought to be that of the naos.

Three blocks with traces of epigraphic work were recorded in situ. A thin doorjamb showed part of the pro-
tocol of King Taharqo of the 25th dynasty (Fig. 4), his cartouche partly erased, probably during the damnatio
memoriae instigated by Psametik I1."* It is very difficult to know exactly from which part of the chapel this
doorjamb comes from. A second block with epigraphic traces seen in situ was probably a part of a frieze on a
base block. Another doorjamb block was inscribed on its rear part with the bottom of a column of text ending

5 G. ROEDER, Naos, CGC, Leipzig, 1914, p. 106-109.

6 J. LECLANT, Monuments thébains, p. 268; id., Enquétes sur les sacerdoces et les sanctuaires égyptiens a l'époque dite “éthiopienne”
(XXV* dynastie), BAE 17, 1954, p. 81.

7 See for example, PM 112, p. 17-19. See however the differentiating opinion of P. BARGUET, Le Temple d’Amon-Ré a Karnak, RAPH 21,
20062, p. 5, n. 7.

8 M. DEWACHTER, “A propos de quelques édifices méconnus de Karnak-Nord”, CdE 54, 1979, p. 17-22.

9 J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 91-93 (§ 26) and P. BARGUET, J. LECLANT, Karnak-Nord IV, FIFAO 25, 1954, p. 109-128, sp. p. 111-113.

10 J.-Cl. GoyoN et al., La construction pharaonique, Paris, 2004, p. 117-123, with examples from the 30th dynasty and D. ARNOLD,
Lexikon der dgyptischen Baukunst, Munich, 2000, p. 278-279; Fr. LECLERE, Les villes de Basse Egypte au Premier Millénaire,
BdE 144, 2009, p. 606 and n. 26.

11 Ms 4027, fos 249-252. I am grateful to M. Azim and L. Coulon, who work on the Pillet’s archives and permit me to publish the
map in this article. It was already mentionned in M. Azim, G. REVEILLAC, op. cit., p. 359, n. 4, and M. Eaton-KRrauss, “The fate of
Sennefer and Senetnay at Karnak temple and in the Valley of the Kings”, JEA 85, 1999, p. 117-120. J. Leclant (op. cit., p. 99) cites
some work on the plan by the IFAO team in 1948-1950, but this study has never been published.

12 On the defacing of the Kushite kings names in the Saite Period: J. YoyoTTE, “Le martelage des noms royaux éthiopiens par Psam-
métique I1”, RAE 8, 1951, p. 215-239.
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with mry “beloved (of a divinity)” that followed the name of a king (Fig. 5)."" The shape of this block clearly
indicates that it was the lower part of a gateway and it could very well be identified as one of the doorjamb
given on Pillet’s map.

Fig. 2. Map of the North-Karnak Area in Pillet’s archives © MOM, Lyon.

13 Measurments: 22,5 x 44 x 62 cm.
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10m

Structures de briques

- Eléments architecturaux en pierre

Fig. 3. Schematic plan of the Chapel of Osiris Nebdjet after Pillet’s map.

20 cm

Fig. 4. Fragment of doorjamb with the name of Taharqo © Fr. Payraudeau.
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Fig. 5. Block of doorjamb with the end of an inscription: overall view and inscription detail © Fr. Payraudeau.

2.2. Blocks in the Karnak Magazine

The most interesting blocks lie now in the Karnak Magazine, but, unfortunately, most of the fragments there
have no known provenance. It has been possible, nevertheless, to determine that some of them come from the
chapel of Osiris Nebdjet. Indeed, the sandstone used for the jambs and lintel in Cairo Museum display a some-
what pink colour that is also found on blocks in the Karnak Magazine. Beside this material aspect, inscriptions
are of course a great help in identifying the origins of the fragments.

The most important are two blocks that form part of a large lintel of one of the monument’s axis gates
(Fig. 6-7)."* One can see the remnants of a double scene under the flying Horus of Behdet. On the right the Di-
vine Votaress stands in front of the god Amun who gives her “all life and power”. The priestess, entitled “God’s
Adoratrix” and “royal daughter of [Piankhy]”, performs a ritual whose caption is partly lost (jrt, ‘nh.tj mj R°),
in return she receives a stream of ankh-signs explained by the text “all [life] to your nostrils, like Ra” (/‘nh] nb
rfuty.t mj R)."> Behind her, a column of text gives: “May the God’s Adoratrix, Shepe[nupet] be [at the head of]
all [the ka] of the Livings, for ever”. The scene opposite is destroyed, but may have displayed a similar pattern,
perhaps with the king acting in place of the god’s wife.!® Behind Amun’s throne, a large cartouche contains the
name of Wsjr nb-dt “Osiris, master of Eternity”, on the top of a palace fagade pattern. This section should have
been over the centre of the doorway, and in view of the rules of symmetry, it is very probable that there were
originally two or three cartouches, the others with the name of the king, the god’s wife or the name of Osiris

14 Measurments: 50,5 x 98 x 22 cm.

15 With fnty as a false dual for fnd, by confusion with srzy: Wb 1, 577 and Wb 1V, 523 (indicated by L. Coulon).

16 The king is often shown on the left of double-scenes lintel and left doorjamb, in symmetry with the god’s wife, but the contrary
exists also: see J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains, p. 376. Nevertheless, in that case, the central cartouche of the

god is face to the king, whereas in our lintel, it faces the god’s wife.
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repeated. The existence of this third lintel'” (in addition to the two in the Cairo Museum) seems to indicate that
the chapel’s secondary doors were also decorated, as on other chapels of the period.'

0 50 cm

Fig. 6. Lintel in the name of Osiris Nebdjet © CNRS-CFEETK/J.-Fr. Gout.

17 There are also two other fragmentary lintels of Shepenupet II in the Karnak Magazine. One has been published by S. GoHARY, “Mi-
nor monuments from Thebes”, BIFAO 86, 1986, p. 179-181. Its colour, grey, without trace of fire seems to indicate another origin.
The second one is the unpublished 94CL2052. In the cartouche of Osiris, the name is broken just before the epithet, so we can not
know if it was nb-dt, nb-dfsw, nb-nhh, nb-‘nh or even wn-nfr. I would like to thank L. Coulon for providing me with a photograph
of this object.

18 For a secondary door of the chapel of Osiris hry-jb-ps-Jsd, see J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains, p. 44, fig. 15,
and in the chapel of Osiris nb-dfsw, L. CouLon, C. DEFERNEZ, “La chapelle d’Osiris Ounnefer Neb-Djefaou a Karnak. Rapport pré-
liminaire des fouilles et travaux 2000-2004”, BIFAO 104, 2004, p. 107, fig. 12.
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Fig. 7. Fac-simile of the inscriptions on the lintel © Fr. Payraudeau.

Other sandstone blocks preserved in the same magazine could also pertain to the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet.
Both fragments are carved in dark pink sandstone and display some traces of fire. The material, the carving
and the date could match with that of Osiris Nebdjet Chapel.”” The first block is a lintel fragment that shows
the God’s Wife Shepenupet II offering Maat to Harsiesis “Horus son of Isis” (Fig. 8).2° As this god appears on
another lintel (see 2.3, Fig. 10) that surely comes from Osiris Nebdjet’s chapel, we can assume that this second
lintel also pertains to the chapel and that Harsiesis was, as son of Osiris and Isis, one of the principal deities
of this sanctuary. Another sandstone doorjamb?! bears representation and name God’s Adoratrix Nitocris,
daughter of Psametik I (Fig. 9). It has a similar pink colour, and traces of fire, but there is no other evidence to
prove its attribution to this chapel. This block could belong to a restoration or enlargement of the chapel in the
26th dynasty.

19 I am not certain if we could add to these 25th dynasty blocks 92CL1540 (18 x 47 x 22 cm), that shows King Taharqo offering wine
vases.

20 Block 93CL1087, 37 x 50 x 11 cm.

21 Block 92CL1511,45 x 36 x 9 cm.
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10 cm

Fig. 8. Fragment of lintel Karnak 97CL1087, Shepenupet II offering Maat to Harsiesis © CNRS-CFEETK/

J.-Fr. Gout, drawing Fr. Payraudeau.
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0 20 cm

0 20 cm

Fig. 9. Fragment of doorjamb Karnak 92CL1511, with the God’s Adoratrix Nitocris © Fr. Payraudeau.

2.3. Blocks in Cairo Museum

Four blocks on display in the Cairo Museum were published long ago by J. Leclant.”? The two doorjambs
JE 39396 and JE 39400 symmetrically show King Taharqo and the God’s Wife Shepenupet entering the chapel
and performing purification rites (Fig. 10).%

This scene is often shown on chapel doorjambs of this period. In the two others chapels built by Shepenu-
pet in Karnak (Osiris hry-jb-ps-J$d and Osiris nb-‘nh), these scenes decorated doors in the inner part of the
chapels,’ whereas the exterior door displayed figures of the king and adoratrix embraced by deities.”> We may
thus place these doorjambs in the second door of the chapel, the entrance to the sanctuary. As in other chapels,
on the South/left side of the entrance the King wears the Upper Egypt crown, whereas on the North/right side,
the god’s wife wears her double feather crown. A flying vulture surmounts each scene: Nekhbet on the left and
Wadjet on the right.

22 J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains, § 28, p. 100-102.

23 See preceding footnote and I. YoyotT, “Les divines adoratrices d’Amon”, in Chr. Ziegler (ed.), Les Reines d’Egypte. D’Hétephéres
a Cléopatre, Exhibition Catalogue, Monaco, 2008, p. 183, fig. 65.

24 J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 32, fig. 7.

25 Ibid., pl. VIII, pl. XVIII-XIX; J. YoYOTTE, in Chr. Ziegler (ed.), op. cit., p. 178-179, fig. 59, 61-62; C. KocH, “Die den Amun mit ihrer
Stimme zufriedenstellen”, p. 175.
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JE 39402

JE 39400 JE 39396

Fig. 10. Lintel Cairo JE 39402 and doorjambs JE 39396 and JE 39400 © IFAO/A. Lecler.
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|

A (G ESNEDHME

JE 39402

JE 39400 JE 39396

Fig. 11. Lintel Cairo JE 39402 over the doorjambs JE 39396 and JE 39400 © Fr. Payraudeau.
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It is not certain that the lintel JE 39402 was meant to lie over the doorjambs JE 39396 and JE 39400, but it
is possible (Fig. 10 and 11). The scenes on the lintel are reminiscent to that of a similar lintel in Osiris nb-nh
Chapel in Amun’s enclosure,?® but here, there is no cartouche of Osiris in the middle of the decoration. The king
and the god’s wife are depicted with the principal deities of the North-Karnak area. On the left King Taharqo
is embraced by the god Montu, “Master of Thebes”, then he consecrates the offerings before Amun-Re “mas-
ter of sky” and Harsiesis, and the deceased God’s Wife Amenirdis standing behind them. On the right, God’s
Wife Shepenupet II is embraced by Amun, then she plays sistrum before Osiris “master of eternity” and Isis
“the Great god’s mother”, and the deceased God’s Wife Amenirdis, again standing behind them. Like in other
Osiris Chapels, the decoration mixes the adoration of the Osirian triad with the cult of the chief Theban deity
(Amun) and local deities (Montu). The presence of Amenirdis I is hardly a problem, as she is also shown on the
walls of the chapels of Osiris hry-jb-p3-Jsd “Residing-in-the-Ished-Tree”, and Osiris nb-nh,?” both built by her
adoptive daughter and successor Shepenupet I1. It is thus possible that the Osirian chapels were conceived as a
cultic place not only for Osiris and Amun, but also as a memorial to the god’s wife.?®

The large lintel fragment Cairo JE 39401 is a part of an axial door.”” In view of the decoration, it seems
virtually certain that it was the main door of the chapel.* Traces of decoration indicate that it shows a double
scene below the winged sun disk called “The Behedety, great god illuminating on the horizon”. The overall
panel is “Live the god’s wife, King’s daughter of the master of the Two-Lands [erased] justified, the God’s
Adoratrix, Shepenupet, beloved of Amun-Re, given life for ever” and “Live the [perfect god], master of the
Two-Lands, master who accomplishes the rituals, Nefertumkhura [son of Re, Taharqo beloved of Amun-Re,
given life for ever]”. At the centre of the scene, is a pair of cartouches crowned with double feathers, unfor-
tunately their content has disappeared, but it was probably the name of Osiris or the god’s wife. On the right
side, the King Taharqo (identified by the cartouche on the top line cited above) was acting before Amun-Re
and Mut, “mistress of the sky”. On the left side, the God’s Wife Shepenupet, was standing in front of Amun-Re
and Khonsu of Thebes — only the upper part of her feathered crown survives. As on other lintels of this type,
Amun probably sat on a throne.*

Two other lintels from Cairo Museum have been said to come from the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet. The first,
unnumbered,** lintel displays a representation of Shepenupet IT embraced by Mut, and then offering Maat to
Amun sitting on a throne. The left side of the lintel, and probably the lost right side, was limited by a tore
ending with a hathoric head. Such a feature is known from the Heb-sed chapel of Shepenupet II and Amenir-
dis IT in North-Karnak, but not on the other blocks from Osiris Nebdjet chapel.** Thus, T would be cautious in
attributing this lintel to the Osiris Nebdjet chapel. The second lintel, JE 29251bis,** with the names of Shepe-
nupet I1, her adoptive mother Amenirdis T and her adoptive daughter Nitocris,* probably comes from another
chapel, as it shows “Amon whose plans are perfect”, a deity who may have been honoured in the Karnak chapel

26 J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains, p. 28, fig. 3, pl. VIIL

27 Ibid., p. 28-29 and p. 45.

28 We should recall that the famous statue of Amenirdis I (Cairo CG 565) once stood in the chapel of Osiris Nebankh in North-Kar-
nak: Ibid., p. 96.

29 1bid., § 28, A, 4, p. 101, pl. LXIII, B.

30 Cf. for example such a decoration for the axis lintel of the chapel of Osiris Nebdjefau: p. 153-154, fig. 10-11.

31 Cf. S. GoHARY, BIFAO 86, 1986, p. 179-181, pl. 13.

32 Cairo Museum, without number = J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 102, § 28, A,5.

33 Several blocks of Shepenupet with this feature have been recently recovered during the work of the ARCE mission in North-
Karnak (E. Brock, conference in Cairo, SCA, June 2009).

34 J. LECLANT, op. cit., pl. LXVIL.

35 The identification of this Shepenupet as a previously unknown Shepenupet IV by A. Dodson (“The Problem of Amenirdis II and
the Heirs to the Office of god’s Wife of Amun during the Twenty-Sixth Dynasty”, JEA 88, 2002, p. 182-185) has been challenged by
E. GRAEFE, “Nochmals zum Gebrauch des Titels duat-netjer in der Spitzeit”, JEA 89, 2003, p. 246-247. Moreover, it seems now clear
that Amenirdis I, the intended heir of Shepenupet II, never attained the rank of God’s Wife: L. Coulon, “Les statues d’Osiris en
pierre provenant de la Cachette de Karnak™, in L. Coulon (ed.), La Cachette de Karnak. Nouvelles perspectives sur les découvertes
de G. Legrain, in press, p. 1-20 in the manuscript.
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of Osiris Nebdjefau.*

J. Leclant along with R. Moss long ago realised that some blocks lying in the storehouse of the Egyptian
Museum Cairo could have originally belonged to the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet. The Journal d’Entrée records
that they come from the “Temple d’Osiris vivificateur”. Obviously, this means the temple of Osiris Padedankh,
which the excavators thought was the same as the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet. All the blocks are doorjambs,
making it very likely that the chapel was built of mud bricks with only the door frames in sandstone. The high
number of doorjambs also indicates that there were many entrances to the building or between different rooms.
The right doorjamb Cairo RT 15/2/17/3%7 is decorated with a scene of the God’s Wife Shepenupet II, holding a
hts-scepter, embraced by Amun (Fig. 12).3® The block also shows traces of burning, reinforcing its attribution
to the chapel.

Two others blocks RT 15/2/17/1 and RT 15/2/17/2 are the lower parts of symmetric doorjambs with two Nilo-
tic deities on each (Fig. 13).° The base decoration has groups of Was-scepter and Ankh-sign on Neb-baskets.
The Nil-gods are shown with their traditional attributes and carrying an offering plate with two ewers, Was-
scepter and Ankh-sign. On their head, the deities on the left have a bundle of so-called lilies, whereas on the
right they have a bundle of papyrus. The inscriptions before each of them read: “Words said: I carry for you all
good and pure things”.** Between the figures of the Nile-gods, cartouches originally gave the names of Shepe-
nupet II and of a king whose name has been destroyed. The dimensions of both blocks could have suggested
they were part of the door published by Leclant, but traces of an upper scene make it impossible, as these are
intact on Leclant’s upper doorjambs. We can see by the positioning of the feet that the upper scene on the right
was the god embracing the God’s Wife, whereas on the left side it was probably the king embraced by the god.
Both these scenes are well attested in this position on chapels of this period.

Finally," a right doorjamb bears the representation of the God’s Wife Nitocris, daughter of Psametik I and
adoptive daughter of Shepenupet 11, entering a chapel of Osiris (Fig. 14).** The Journal d’entrée’s ascription of
this block to the chapel of Osiris “vivificateur”, as for the previous blocks, cannot be verified. This doorjamb
would come from a new door built or one restored later than Taharqo and Shepenupet II’s activity, under Nito-
cris during the 26th dynasty.*

36 C. KocH, “Die den Amun mit ihrer Stimme zufriedenstellen”, p. 126, has also considered that this lintel cannot pertain to the chapel
of Osiris-Nebdjet; L. CouLon, C. DEFERNEZ, BIFAO 104, 2004, p. 153, n. 67.

37 95 x 40 x 9 cm. J. Leclant (Recherches sur les monuments thébains, p. 188, n. 1) speaking about an unnumbered block of Cairo
Museum thought it could be this one, but the photography he gives in pl. LXXXVII, A, shows that the two blocks are different ones.

38 For similar scenes, see J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 371, pl. 59-B and S. IkraM, “A Fragment from a lost monument of Amenirdis I in
the Gayer-Anderson Museum Cairo”, in S.H. D’Auria (ed.), Servant of Mut. Studies in honor of Richard A. Fazzini, PdA 28,2007
p. 126-129.

3983 x40x9cm.

40 For similar scenes: J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 28, fig 3, p. 30, fig. 5, and see also the doorjamb Paris, Louvre E27208, which has also
two Niles with the same text that our doorjambs and could very well come from the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet.

41 Other blocks, pertaining to this group, were not accessible: TR 3/1/15/1, TR 14/3/15/1 and TR 15/2/17/3. A doorjamb of Shepenu-
pet 11 preserved in the Musée Rodin (no. 78), Paris, could very well come from North-Karnak: Cl. LALOUETTE, J. LECLANT, Rodin
collectionneur, Paris, 1967, pl. 6, no. 18. On the contrary, [ am not convinced by the attribution of the block Berkeley Bt.1 to this
chapel, according to H. DE MEULENAERE, BiOr 24, 1967, p. 168 (see also JWIS 111, p. 78).

42 TR 19/5/25/4 = JE 39397, 84 x 42 x 15 cm.

43 For the activities of Nitocris in Karnak: L.A. CHRISTOPHE, Karnak-Nord 111, FIFAO 23, p. 113-128. We will see that some monu-
ments of Nitocris are said to have been found in the chapel of Osiris Padedankh which is very probably our chapel of Osiris Nebdjet.
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0 20 cm

Fig. 12. Doorjamb with a scene of Shepenupet IT embraced by Amun © IFAO/A. Lecler, drawing Fr. Payraudeau.
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Fig. 14. Doorjamb Caire JE 39397 of Nitocris © IFAO/A. Lecler, drawing Fr. Payraudeau.
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3. The lost chapel(s) of Osiris Padedankh

3.1. Epigraphic data

Several objects and blocks from Thebes give the name of Osiris P3-dj-‘nh / P3-dd-‘nh or even Osiris dd-‘nh.
The oldest seems to be Cairo JE 33902, which bears the name of a daughter of King Rudamon of the late
22nd dynasty (c. 750 BC).** Some blocks reused in the pavement of the great courtyard in Karnak,* in front of
the First Pylon*® and under the road from Karnak to Luxor near the Mut Precinct? also give attestation of this
form of Osiris, both coming from monuments dated by style to 25th dynasty.

Legrain, having found a statue of Payseshuper with a dedication to Osiris Padiankh in the chapel of Osiris
Nebdjet, was convinced that this monument was also dedicated to Osiris Padiankh/Padedankh.”® The naos
Cairo CG 70027 with the statue of Taweret Cairo CG 39145 found with it c¢. 1874* was also attributed to
this chapel. We do not know the exact provenance of these objects, but Mariette wrote that they were found
by the sebbakhin in North-Karnak.>® They bear the names of Nitocris, God’s Wife of Amun and daughter of
Psametik I, of her high steward Pabasa and are dedicated to Osiris Padedankh and Taweret. Legrain, as well
as Leclant, thought these artefacts came from the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet, but Dewachter has critizised this
hypothesis.” He finds it strange that the sebbakhin, discovering the naos and the statue, did not mention the
numerous blocks and objects Legrain found later in the ruins of the chapel. For Dewachter, the origin of the
objects cannot be certain and the identification of the chapel of Osiris Padedankh with the known chapel of
Osiris Nebdjet cannot be sustained. One would add that it exists another chapel that is certainly dedicated to
Osiris Padedankh: a jubilar chapel built by the God’s Wive Shepenupet II in North-Karnak. This monument
was found completely dismantled in the foundations of the Montu Temple’s Ptolemaic colonnade and recons-
tructed by Leclant and Barguet,* its original location, however, is not known. In theory, it is possible that the
naos of Osiris Padedankh and the statue of Taweret come from this chapel, but other considerations seem to
indicate the contrary.

Firstly, we know that any form of Osiris could have several chapels dedicated to it,* so easily two sanctuaries
for Osiris Padedankh could have existed, one of them being the dismantled chapel and the other the original
location of the naos.

Secondly, the hypothesis of two chapels seems to be strengthened by the discovery of blocks naming Osiris
Padedankh reused in foundations in front of the First pylon®* and under the paving stones of the First courtyard
in Karnak.” They pertain to a monument of Shepenupet I “whose mother is Amenirdis” with a mention of
Osiris Padedankh, and their dimensions do not match with those of the dismantled North-Karnak chapel.>®

Thirdly, another block, now lying in the Karnak magazine, was studied during the 2008 season (Fig. 15). It is
a sandstone doorjamb,”” bearing the following inscription: [s2 R nb towy Thrq m3‘-hrw, mry W]sjr P:-dd-nh

44 G. DARESsY, RecTrav 19, 1897, p. 20-21.

45 J. LAUFFRAY, R. SAAD, S. SAUNERON, “Rapports sur les travaux de Karnak™, Karnak 5, 1975, p. 14 et 18-20, fig. 9.

46 J. LAUFFRAY, “Les abords occidentaux du I pylone de Karnak”, Kémi 21, 1972, p. 132-138.

47 J. HourbpIN, “A propos de la chapelle d’Osiris-Padedankh de Chapenoupet I1. Un apport 2 sa reconstitution épigraphique et archi-
tecturale”, Karnak 14,2013, p. 401-423.

48 For the objects, see. G. LEGRAIN, ASAE 4, 1903, p. 183-184 and J. LEcLANT, Enquétes, p. 84-85.

49 A. MARIETTE, Monuments divers, Paris, 1884, pl. 91-92 and G. RoEDER, Naos, CGC, Leipzig, 1914, p. 106-109, pl. 37 for the naos
and A. MARIETTE, op. cit., pl. 90; G. DARESSY, Statues de divinités, CGC, p. 284, pl. 55, for the statue.

50 A. MARIETTE, op. cit., p. 28 (texts by Maspero).

51 M. DEWACHTER, CdE 54, 1979, p. 17-22. Cf. also C. KocH, “Die den Amun mit ihrer Stimme zufriedenstellen”, p. 40-41.

52 P. BARGUET, J. LEcLANT, Karnak-Nord 1V, p. 109-128, sp. p. 111-113; C. KocH, op. cit., p. 128-129.

53 For example, Osiris nb-‘nh is attested in the chapel of Osiris ps;-wsb-jsd of Shepenupet II, the chapel of Amenirdis I in Montu
enclosure and in the chapel of Osiris nb-‘nh dj-hb-sd built by Nitocris. See conveniently the differents chapels of Osiris Nebankh,
L. CouLoN, C. DEFERNEZ, BIFAO 104, 2004, p. 136-138.

54 J. LAUFFRAY, op. cit., p. 132-138 and file Karnak J694, cliché Bellod 7.1.71 no. 5694.

55 J. LAauFFRrRAY, R. SAAD, S. SAUNERON, op. cit., p. 14 et 18-20, fig. 9.

56 Ibid., p. 20.

57 Block 95CL273, originally 176 x 40 x 14 cm.
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dj ‘nh dt “[The son of Re, master of the Two-Lands, Taharqo, beloved of OJsiris Padedankh, given life, like Re,
eternally”.>® The shape of the inscription is very reminiscent of inscriptions on outer doors of other chapels built
in the period, especially the chapel of Osiris hry-jb-p3-J$d, whose builder was also Shepenupet 11.%°

In view of the divine name cited by the text, this doorjamb probably pertains to a chapel of Osiris Padedankh
built under King Taharqo. Nevertheless, it cannot be the dismantled North-Karnak chapel of Padedankh, which
was, as noted by Leclant, dedicated by Shepenupet IT for her jubilee, without any mention of a king.®® This
peculiarities point a date in the Late Kushite Period, when the Assyrian threat was strong enough to hamper
the retreat of the Kushite Tantamani southward, letting the Theban Principality in the hands of Shepenupet 11
and the Governor Montuemhat.®' In contrast, the block in the magazine, those reused around the First court-
yard and Pylon, as well as the naos and the Taweret statue could relate to another monument, built earlier, by
Taharqo and Shepenupet, and restored by Nitocris and Psametik I. Could this second chapel be the same as the
chapel of Osiris Nebdjet?

The location of the statue of Payseshuper, with its dedication to Osiris Padedankh in the chapel of Osiris
Nebdjet, is, in my opinion, a strong argument to identify this chapel as a monument to both forms of Osiris.
In a letter to Maspero dated June 8, 1902, Legrain tells him that, tracing the origin of a scribe statue found by
the sebbakhin and bought by the antiquarian Mohammed Moasseb, he found the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet, and
then a fragment of the arm of the same statue.®> This object is very probably the scribe statue of Payseshuper
BM 1514, that lacks part of an arm, and that was sold by Moasseb to the British Museum.®® This statue has a
dedication to Osiris-Padedankh® and its origin is thus a strong argument in favour of an identification of Osiris
Nebdjet’s and Osiris-Padedankh’s chapels.

That a chapel can have be dedicated to several forms of the deity is testified by the existence of the chapel of
Osiris nb-nh / p3-wsb-jsd® and that of a chapel of Osiris hnty-Jmntt / hnm-M3t.% We also know that in the
jubilee chapel of Shepenupet I1 in North-Karnak, there were representations of Osiris sgs-dt and Osiris p3-wsb-
j2d.%" The “archeological” argument of Dewachter — that the sebbakhin did not find the other artefacts in the
chapel of Osiris Nebdjet when they discovered the naos — can be explained; when Legrain worked in the sector,
he did not find anything in the sanctuary area.®® On the other hand, the naos and the Taweret statue could obvi-
ously come from a sanctuary. These two apparently contradictory discoveries are in fact complimentary. The
naos could have been found by the sebbakhin digging in the sanctuary area, while they failed to continue their
work in the other room and courtyard. In view of the limited size of the object, the excavation was maybe not
so large and the workers did not notice the continuation of the building southward. Finally, a double dedication
of the chapel to both Osiris Nebdjet and Padedankh is always possible, and even probable.

58 Unfortunately, the top of the doorjamb has now disappeared, but the information on the files of the CFEETK make it virtually
certain that Taharqo’s cartouche was at the beginning of the inscription.

59 Cf. for the chapel of Osiris hry-jb-p3-Jsd, J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains, p. 44, fig. 15, and a secondary door
in the chapel of Osiris nb-dfsw, L. CouLon, C. DEFERNEZ, BIFAO 104, 2004, p. 107, fig. 12.

60 P. BARGUET, J. LEcLANT, Karnak-Nord 1V, p. 126-128. C. KocH, “Die den Amun mit ihrer Stimme zufriedenstellen”, p. 47-48 and
128-129 considers that the Amenirdis figured on the walls of this chapel is not Amenirdis II, but Amenirdis I. If, as though both by
Leclant and Koch, the chapel was meant to celebrate the Jubilee festival of Shepenupet 11, it should nevertheless have been built at
the end of her floruit and the absence of a king in the representations is certainly conspicuous.

61 See also J. HourbiN, Karnak 14, 2013, p. 416-418, who nevertheless accepts the presence of Amenirdis II on the wall decoration
of this chapel.

62 Ms 4027, Institut de France, Paris. I am grateful to L. Coulon for this reference.

63 M. Eaton-KRrauss, JEA 85, 1999, p. 117-122.

64 JWIS 111, p. 295.

65 PM 112, p. 194-195; Cl. JurmaN, “Osiris Chapels of the Third Intermediate Period and the Late Period at Karnak”, Aegyptus et
Pannonia 3, 2006, p. 109.

66 PM II2, p. 15 and L. CouLon, C. DEFERNEZ, op. cit., p. 138.

67 P. BARGUET, J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 119, fig. 123, pl. 111-112.

68 G. LEGRAIN, ASAE 4, 1903, p. 181.
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Fig. 15. Fragment of doorjamb with the name of Osiris Padedankh in the Karnak Magazine © Fr. Payraudeau.

3.2. Priests of Osiris-Padedankh

Whereas we have no traces of any clergy devoted to Osiris Nebdjet’s chapel, several priests of Osiris-Pade-
dankh are known.

— Harwa, high steward of God’s Wife Amenirdis I, probably under Shabaka and Shabataka, was priest of
Osiris-dj-nh.%

69 For the title on Harwa statues VI and VII = R. ENGELBACH, B. GuNN, “The Statues of Harwa ”, BIFAO 34, 1934, p. 141 et 149. For
Harwa: Fr. TIRADRITTI, “La tombe de Haroua (TT 37) et son importance pour la connaissance de 'Egypte ancienne”, BSFE 147,
2000, p. 10-33.
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— Akhimenru, high steward of God’s Wife Shepenupet 11, under Taharqo and Tantamani was also probably a
priest of Osiris-Ps-dj-nh.”°

— Payseshuper and his son Hor, chamberlains of the god’s wife, respectively under Amenirdis I and Shepenu-
pet 11, have four statues dedicated to them in North-Karnak: two in the chapel of Osiris Nebdjet, two bearing
an offering formula to Osiris-dj-‘nh.”" They were probably involved in the cult there.

It is certainly no mere coincidence that the four known priests of Osiris-Padedankh are strongly linked with
the god’s wives of 25th dynasty, as high steward or as chamberlain. Together with the epigraphic evidence, this
proves that a chapel of Osiris-Padedankh existed before the end of 25th dynasty, and that it was probably built
by Amenirdis I and Shepenupet I1.7?

4. Use and fate of the chapel
4.1. Phases

As we have seen, the core of the chapel was decorated by the God’s Wife, Shepenupet II, and her brother the
King Taharqo. Hence, the sanctuary of Osiris Nebdjet was perhaps the oldest of the small temples in North-
West Karnak.”? Nevertheless, Legrain has seen the Horus’ name and King Takelot II’s cartouche on the rear of
the lintel Cairo JE 39401.”* Obviously the 25th dynasty builders had reused blocks from another monuments. Tt
is impossible to determine the origin of this block, but in view of the carving of the same protocol in the nearby
temple of Ptah”™ and in the chapel of Osiris inm-M:‘t in the precinct of Montu,’ it is not inconceivable that a
chapel already existed in the North-West area in the time of the Libyan kings.

We have seen that the chapel may have been built as a chapel of Osiris Padedankh under Amenirdis 1. The
largest part of the edifice called chapel of Osiris Nebdjet was built under Shepenupet II and Tharqo. The chapel
was the third built by Shepenupet II, along with the chapels of Osiris hAry-jb-ps-J$d “Residing-in-the-Ished-
Tree” and the chapel of Osiris nb-nh “Master of Life”.”” Some additional work could have been carried out
under the God’s Wife Nitocris during the reign of her father Psametik I. The monumental activity of both is
well attested throughout the sector.”® Hence, it is certain that the chapel was in use during the beginning of the
26th dynasty, its fate, however, can be determined rather more precisely. On site, the ruins lay under a layer of
red and brown ashes, with no superior level.” Similar layers of fire have been found elsewhere in NorthKarnak.
They are often dated to the end of the 26th dynasty or the Persian invasion of Thebes (525 BC), but this needs to
be established.® It is very probable, as already said, that this indicates a large fire in the area, but unlike other
places, the chapel of Osiris nb-dt was not restored after the fire, suggesting there was no later reoccupation of

70 See the restitution of the title by J. LECLANT, Recherches sur les monuments thébains, p. 268 and id., JNES 13, 1954, p. 168, 184.

71 JWIS 111, 295-297 (no. 51.52 and 51.53) and 331-332 (no. 51.121 and no. 51.122).

72 It would indicate that this chapel is different from that built later by Shepenupet I1.

73 Blocks of the temple of Osiris P3-mr=s bear the cartouches of King Psametik III and God’s Wife Ankhnesneferibra: M. PILLET,
“Rapport sur les travaux de Karnak (1924-1925)”, ASAE 25, 1925, p. 19-23 and R. Moss, “Some unidentified reliefs traced back to
their original monuments”, ZAS 99, 1973, p. 128-129. The palace of the Divine Votaresses dates mostly from the epoch of Nitocris
and Ankhnesneferibra: L. Coulon, “The Quarter of the Divine Adoratrices at Karnak (Naga Malgata) during the Twenty-sixth Dy-
nasty: Some Hitherto Unpublished Epigraphic Material”, in E. Pischikova, J. Budka, K. Griffin (ed.), Thebes in the First Millenium
B.C., Cambridge, 2014, p. 565-585. The temple of Thot was begun during the reign of Nectanebo II: M. DEWACHTER, “A propos du
temple de Thot a Karnak Nord”, RdE 36, 1985, p. 175-177. The jubilee chapel of Shepenupet II dates from the last year of the Kushite
Period, maybe under Tantamani.

74 G. LEGRAIN, ASAE 4, 1903, p. 181-186, p. 182. The current layout of the lintel does not permit to check the inscription.

75 1d., ASAE 3, 1902, p. 66 = JWIS 11, p. 160 (no. 20.1) = Ptah, no. 113.

76 A. MARIETTE, Karnak. Texte, Leipzig, 1875, p. 10 = JWIS 11, p. 160 (no. 20.2).

77 PM I, p. 63, B and p. 69-70; J. LECLANT, op. cit., § 9, p. 23-36 and § 11, p. 41-47.

78 See the monuments of Nitocris: L.A. CHRISTOPHE, Karnak-Nord 111, FIFAO 23, p. 113-128.

79 G. LEGRAIN, op. cit., p. 181.

80 L.A. CHRISTOPHE, op. cit., p. 52-58 and L. CouLoN, C. DEFERNEZ, BIFAO 104, 2004, p. 142.
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the site.’!

4.2. Cultic Purposes

The decoration of the blocks in Cairo Museum and Karnak Magazine makes it obvious that the chapel was
a sanctuary of Osiris nb-dt “Master of eternity”. He is shown on one lintel, wearing the suit of the Living,
i.e. dressed in a loincloth, with his legs apart. He bears the double-feathered crown, indicating that he is not
depicted in his funerary aspect, but maybe as the archetype of the Egyptian king, as was the Osiris of the Opet
Temple, and contrary to the Osiris of Coptos honoured in the East osirian chapels of Karnak.?? It may not be
chance that a statue of Taweret with the name of Osiris p3-dd-‘nh comes from this area. Taweret was seen as
Ipet, mother of Osiris in the Temple of Opet, south of Amun’s temple.** Here it seems that this Taweret, called
nfrt-rrw is a representation of a Month-deity (Second month of the Shemu-season),** but the presence on the
naos’ decoration of the seven Hathors, a group of goddesses strongly linked with the birth protection,® rein-
forces the idea that the temple of Osiris-Padedankh could have been a celebration of the birth of Osiris. The
other members of the Osirian triad (Isis and Horus) have a prominent place in the decoration, Montu, whose
precinct is not far from the chapel, and the deceased Amenirdis I also appear.

The second important deity to whom the chapel is dedicated is Amun. The statues of Payseshuper and Hor,
already cited, give an important information:*® aside from Osiris p3-dj-‘nh, they were also worshippers of
Amun $-nfrw “whose perfections are numerous” a form of Amun that appears during the Kushite Period,®
and we know that the Late Period sanctuaries of Osiris often had Amun as leading deity.®® As this Amun G-
nfrw linked is with Osiris ps-dj-‘nh, it is possible that, as in the case of others, this chapel was associated with
one special form of Osiris and one special form of Amun,* whether it was in the chapel of Osiris nb-dr or not.

The results presented here are obviously provisional. Some blocks in the Egyptian Museum Cairo are still
unpublished. Further, archaeological and epigraphic work could usefully be done on site, in view of the proved
presence of some blocks and the necessity to study the plan of the edifice to understand its purpose and its con-
nections with the other Osirian Chapels in the North-Karnak Area.

81 For restoration of several Osiris chapels during the Fourth or Third centuries BC: L. CouLon, in BIFAO 107, 2007, p. 294-295 and
L. CouLoN, in BIFAO 108, 2008, p. 424.

82 Cf. on the two aspects of Osiris and their iconographical rendering: id., “Une trinité d’Osiris thébains d’apres un relief découvert a
Karnak™, in Chr. Thiers (ed.), Documents de Théologies Thébaines Tardives (D3T 1), CENiM 3, 2009, p. 6-10.

83 The association of Osiris and Taweret in North-Karnak is known from the New Kingdom onward: M. DEwACHTER, CdE 54, 1979,
p- 22; R. GUNDLACH, LA V1, 1986, col. 495, s.v. “Thoeris”. Thebes, and specially the temple of Ipet was considered as the birth place
of Osiris, as shown by a stela of the Dynasties XXV-XXVI: L. Couron, L. GaBoLDE, “Une stele sur le parvis du Temple d’Opet
a Karnak”, RdE 55, 2004, p. 1-9; S. CauviLLE, “Karnak ou la quintessence de I’Egypte”, BSFE 172, 2008, p. 27; Chr. THiErs, “La
chapelle d’Ipet la Grande / Epoéris sur le parvis du temple de Lougsor. Relecture d’une stéle kouchite”, in Chr. Thiers (ed.), Docu-
ments de Théologies Thébaines Tardives (D3T 2), CENiM 8, 2013, p. 149-176, sp. p. 163-166. In the Ptolemaic period, this Osiris of
the Ipet temple was shown on the pylon of Montu in North-Karnak: S. AUFRERE, Le propylone d’Amon-Ré-Montou a Karnak Nord,
MIFAO 117, 2000, p. 255-263, pl. 40.

84 D. MENDEL, Die Monatsgéttinnen in Tempeln und im privaten Kult, RitesEg 11,2005, p. 33-37 and 130. T own this reference to the
kindness of L. Coulon.

85 W. HELck, LA 11, col. 1033, s.v. “Hathor, sieben”.

86 G. LEGRAIN, op. cit., p. 183; J. LECLANT, Enquétes, p. 82.

87 LGG 11, 216 and J. LECLANT, op. cit., p. 234.

88 Ibid., p. 284 and Cl. JuRMAN, Aegyptus et Pannonia 3, 2006, p. 114-115.

89 For example, the chapel of Osiris nb-dfsw was also a chapel for Amun nfr-shrw: L. CouLoN, C. DErErRNEZ, BIFAO 104, 2004,
p- 153, n. 67.
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MicHEL Azim (), Luc GABOLDE
‘“‘Le dispositif a escalier, puits et canalisation situé au nord-ouest du lac sacré : une dsds(.¢) ?”°, p. 1-21.
Architectural remains consisting of a plate-form with a stepped ramp and a well communicating with a sub-
terranean canal system linking the Sacred Lake with the Nile had been observed by Georges Legrain to the
north-west of the Sacred Lake. It is suggested here that it formed a device allowing the flow of water in and out
of the lake to be regulated, together with an associated ceremonial podium. Several texts lead to the conclusion
that a regulation of the lake level was essential for the accomplishment of ritual navigations on the lake. The
platform and the pit used in order to open and close the canal system are possibly alluded to in a text of the
high priest of Amun Amenhotep.

SEBASTIEN BIsTON-MOULIN

““Un nouvel exemplaire de la Stele de la restauration de Toutankhamon a Karnak”, p. 23-38.
Publication of a new copy of the Restoration stela of King Tutankhamun reused as a libation table after pha-

raonic times, and identified in 2011 in a storeroom inside Karnak temple.

SEBASTIEN BISTON-MOULIN
“A propos de deux documents d’Ahmosis 2 Karnak. Karnak Varia (§ 1-2)”, p. 39-49.

The first part of this paper is a new examination of the carving of the date on the “year 17" block of King
NebphetyRe Ahmose at Karnak which led to a reconsideration of the orientation of the moon sign in his birth
name during his reign as a chronological criterion. The second part deals with an unpublished fragment of the
lunette of the Tempest stela stored in the Cheikh Labib magazine at Karnak which allows one of the oldest
attestations of the rite of “driving the calves” to be identified.

MANSOUR BORAIK, CHRISTOPHE THIERS

“Une chapelle consacrée a Khonsou sur le dromos entre le temple de Mout et le Nil ?”, p. 51-62.
Publication of loose blocks found in 2005 during the work of the dewatering project south-west of Karnak

temple. They were dedicated by Ptolemy XII Neos Dionysos to Khonsu the child. The hypothesis is that they

belonged to a small chapel which was built close to the dromos leading from Mut temple to the Nile, westward
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of the north-south dromos linking Karnak and Luxor temples. It thus could be associated with the visit of the
god Khonsu at Djeme.

STEPHANIE BOULET
“Etude céramologique préliminaire des campagnes de fouille de la chapelle d’Osiris Ounnefer Neb-
Djefaou 2013-2014”’, p. 63-79.

For the past two years investigations in the chapel dedicated to Osiris Wennefer Neb-djefau have revealed
news ceramic contexts dating to the Third Intermediate Period and Late Period. These corpora permit a finely
detailed analysis of the development of the pottery industry from the Theban area to be established.

In this article, I present some of these ceramic sets and their contributions to the analysis of ceramological
development during the first millennium BC. Ceramic production dating to mid-8th century BC are a particular
focus. At this time, technical and morphological changes can be observed in the ceramic industry of Thebes
that give rise to the specific ceramic production of the Late Period.

LAURENT CoULON, DAMIEN LAISNEY
“Les édifices des divines adoratrices Nitocris et Ankhnesnéferibré au nord-ouest des temples de Karnak
(secteur de Naga Malgata)”’, p. 81-171.

The aim of this article is to gather and analyze the available data concerning the buildings of the Saite divine
adoratrices in the area now partly covered by the modern village of Naga Malgata, to the north-west of the
temples of Karnak. The starting point is a thorough survey of the various sources and records concerning this
sector from the beginning of the XIXth century till today. Among the documents collected, the report and
photographs of Maurice Pillet in the 1920s are the most informative as they give many details about a large
building inscribed in the name of the divine adoratrice Ankhnesneferibre and a smaller building, with well-pre-
served reliefs, showing the induction of the divine adoratrice Nitocris. Using additional photographs, including
aerial views, plans from various periods, and results of recent fieldwork on the site, the archaeological data
provided by M. Pillet’s survey have been completed and these two Saite building, as well as several additional
constructions around them, have been accurately located. In addition, several related inscriptions allow the
identification of Ankhnesneferibre’s building as the palace of the divine adoratrice, which was built according
to a model already attested under Nitocris, as stated in an inscription of her majordom Ibi. More generally, the
area of Naga Malgata is to be identified as the quarter of the divine adoratrices, which was also probably the
living place of the members of her administration and her court of female followers, “the harem of Amun”.

GABRIELLA DEMBITZ
“Une scene d’offrande de Maat au nom de Pinedjem I** sur la statue colossale dite de Ramses IT a Kar-
nak. Karnak Varia (§ 3)”, p. 173-180.

Publication of a Maat offering scene of Pinudjem I that was carved on the pyramidion of the obelisk-shaped
back pillar of a colossal statue of pink granite, which stands in front of the north tower of the second pylon
at Karnak. The statue was attributed to Ramesses II, but was usurped and erected by Pinudjem I, great army
commander and high priest of Amun of the 21st Dynasty.

BeENjAMIN DURAND
“Un four métallurgique d’époque ptolémaique dans les annexes du temple de Ptah a Karnak”, p. 181-
188.

The excavations at Ptah temple since 2008 have allowed, during the 2014 campaign, the discovery of a
metallurgical kiln in a Ptolemaic level. Unfortunately the damage caused by Legrain’s work at the end of the
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19th century has isolated this structure from any evidence of its production. Nevertheless, built with red bricks
and quite well preserved, this kiln presents a shape that seems otherwise unattested. Analysis of its technical
characteristics is significant as future investigations could produce parallels. The good preservation of this
example could therefore be useful background for this next stage of research.

AURELIA MASSON
“Toward a New Interpretation of the Fire at North-Karnak? A Study of the Ceramic from the Building
NKF35”, p. 189-213.

This paper challenges the traditional dating of the fire which destroyed North Karnak through the analysis
of ceramics discovered in a razed mud brick building- NKF35 - located west of the sanctuary of Montu. The
fire has previously been attributed to the invasion of Cambyses II in 525BC, but we show that the structure
NKF35 was most likely burnt in an earlier period. Statistical study of the types of vessels gives us a hint as to
the nature and possible functions of this building found in the vicinity of the Chapel of Osiris Nebdjet, which
is likely to be contemporary.

FRrEDERIC PAYRAUDEAU
“The Chapel of Osiris Nebdjet/Padedankh in North-Karnak. An Epigraphic Survey”’, p. 215-235.

The aim of the epigraphic survey carried out in situ in North Karnak (during November 2008), in the Karnak
magazines and in the Cairo Museum (January and June 2009) was to collect the different sources related to the
chapel of Osiris-Nebdjet. Located in the western part of the site, the chapel was found by Legrain in the first
years of XXth century but needed more precise information on its original location and its date. The survey
permits a more precise chronology for the building-phases of this monument during the Dynasties XXV and
XXVIto be proposed and the probable cultic dedication of the chapel to both Osiris Nebdjet and Osiris-Pade-
dankh to be confirmed.

RENAUD PIETRI
‘“Remarques sur un remploi du temple de Khonsou et sur les hipponymes royaux au Nouvel Empire”’,
p. 237-242.

This article concerns a reused block in the Temple of Khonsu at Karnak. The block is inscribed with two
columns of hieroglyphs, giving the beginning of a htr < tp(y) n(y) hm=f formula and the name of a horse’s
team, Ptpt(w)-hss.wt. Royal horse names and their presentation in monumental scenes are discussed, as is the
question of the dating of the block

MoHAMED RAAFAT ABBAS
“The Triumph Scene and Text of Merenptah at Karnak”’, p. 243-252.

The triumph scenes of the pharaohs are the longest-lasting and best-attested iconographic motif of Egyptian
culture. As stated by many historians and Egyptologists, they are a purely formal representation of Pharaoh’s
timeless role as victor for Egypt and its gods, as also confirmed here. The triumph scenes of the Ramesside
warrior pharaohs in which the king is represented smiting different groups of northern and southern enemies
with his mace and in the presence of Amun-Re were usually displayed to glorify their victories. The triumph
scene and text of Merenptah, which is located at the south end of the inner face of the eastern wall of the “Cour
de la Cachette” at Karnak temple, is one of the most significant and important historical sources for Merenp-
tah’s reign; it sheds light on new aspects of his military events and campaigns in Asia and Nubia. Some recent
Egyptological studies dealing with the historical texts and battle reliefs of Merenptah in Karnak and elsewhere
provide valuable information that could allow a different historical reading and interpretation of the Karnak
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triumph scene and text. This paper presents a new study of the triumph scene and text of Merenptah at Karnak
in light of this context.

JEAN REVEZ, PETER J. BRAND
“The Notion of Prime Space in the Layout of the Column Decoration in the Great Hypostyle Hall at
Karnak”’, p. 253-310.

Artists who decorated pharaonic monuments had a clear understanding of the relative value of the different
parts of buildings in relation to their degree of exposure and visibility in prestigious locations, especially along
the processional axis. In this respect, the 134 gigantic columns that once stood inside the Ramesside Hypostyle
Hall in the Temple of Amun-Re at Karnak offer an excellent case study. The aim of the present article is first to
define what spaces inside the Hall, and on each individual column, were perceived as having the highest prio-
rity, on the principle that the areas inside the building and the sections of the columns that were the first to be
decorated with scenes and inscriptions were likely deemed by the Ancient Egyptians to be the most valuable.
We will also use three related criteria to define the concept of “prime space” in relation to certain epigraphic
characteristics of the column stereotyped decoration in the Great Hypostyle Hall: (1) evidence for recarving, a
practice that demonstrates that prized space can be repurposed; (2) the varying quality of workmanship; and
(3) the exceptional nature of certain decorative motifs we call “geographical markers” that stand out from an
otherwise very uniform program of decoration.

HouriG SourouziAN
“Le mystérieux sphinx de Karnak retrouvé a Alexandrie”, p. 313-326.

The statue of an enigmatic sphinx of Amun with an exceptional iconography was seen and photographed in
Karnak in 1858; since then its position had remained unknown. This sphinx has been recently rediscovered by
the author in Alexandria. It is quite well preserved, even if it was completely painted white in modern times. It
represents the god Amun as a sphinx with a lion body and human head wearing the crown of Amon. The high
feathers once placed at the top of the crown are now missing. From the style and characteristic features the
sphinx can be dated to the reign of Tutankhamun. This sphinx with its unique iconography enriches the reper-
toire of sphinx statuary with a new type, and adds a new chapter to the sad history of dispersed monuments.

AURELIE TERRIER
“Ebauche d’un systéeme de classification pour les portes de temples. Etude de cas dans 'enceinte d’Amon-
Ré a Karnak”, p. 327-346.

Karnak was a great religious center from the Middle Kingdom and remained active until Roman times des-
pite many modifications. Its exceptional longevity and state of preservation make it particularly suitable for
a study of temple doors. 245 examples were documented — a much richer sample than in any other Egyptian
temple — and allows a stylistic and chronological typology to be proposed, following specific criteria detailed
here. The results of this study may hopefully lay the foundation for the archaeological analysis of temple doors
in Egypt more generally.

CHRISTOPHE THIERS
““Membra disiecta ptolemaica (111)”’, p. 347-35.

Third part of the publication of Ptolemaic loose blocks from Karnak. They belong to the reigns of Ptolemy IX
Soter to Ptolemy XII Neos Dionysos and enhance our knowledge of the building and decoration programmes
at Karnak.
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ANATs TILLIER
“Un linteau au nom d’Auguste. Karnak Varia (§ 4)°, p. 357-370.

In 1969 the excavations of the pathway of the first pylon of the temple of Karnak unearthed a small lintel
(142 x 36 x 34,5 cm) inscribed in the name of Augustus. Unpublished until now, this contribution provides pho-
tographs, facsimiles, translation and commentary of the block and its decoration which consists of four offering
scenes to Amun, Mut, Khonsu, Min-Amun-Re-Kamutef and Min Coptite, lord of Akhmim.
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